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Hilda Heine’s son Ryan Jetnil holds the Bible for the swearing in at Nitijela Chamber.

WILMER JOEL

The Marshall Islands Parlia-
ment elected Hilda Heine, the first
and only woman to hold the office
to date, to the presidency for the
second time on Tuesday morning
in Majuro.

With a slim majority of 17 to 16,
Heine of Aur became president-
elect, unseating outgoing Presi-
dent David Kabua from Wotho.

Brenson Wase, the 40-year vet-

HILARY HOSIA

The Ralik Chain continues to domi-
nate the chairmanship for the Council of
Irooj following the election of Irooj Lan-
ny Kabua Wednesday at the International
Conference Center.

Lanny won following a 7-5 vote
against Iroojlaplap Christopher Loeak,
also from Ralik Chain.

The election followed the swearing in
of three new members: Annaruth Samu-
el, owner Likiep, Christopher Loeak Ra-

Council of Irooj leaders

lik Chain Iroojlaplap, and Freddy Abra-
ham Enewetak Irooj

Irooj Lejje Loeak from Ralik Chain
was re-elected to his post as Vice Chair
following an automatic decision as no
other nominations challenged Lejje for
the vice chair post.

The previous and outgoing Chair Irooj
Jimata Kabua also represented Ralik
Chain.

The election came to a halt during the

Continued page 4

Chair Lanny Kabua and Vice Chair Lejje Loeak.

$11m to fix toxic sewage reef outfall

WILMER JOEL

A $10.8 million grant agreement was
reached between the US and RMI govern-
ments last Friday to fix Majuro’s sewage out-
fall system.

The US Department of Agriculture is the
lead investor in partnership with the Asian
Development Bank for this grant.

The US Embassy Chargé d’Affaires Lance

Posey told President David Kabua, Minister
Jack Ading, and other officials present that
the project will enhance and invest in the
sewer outfall.

For almost three decades, the sewage outfall
metal pipe has been broken, causing waste-
water to pollute the reef along the oceanside
from the MWSC headquarters in Delap to
Rairok and beyond. Algae blooms and reefs

covered with brown algae have become the
norm for these down current Oceanside reefs.

Posey added that a 16-inch high density
polyethylene pipeline will be installed and
anchored across the reef flat down the slope,
50 to 100 feet deep. A diffuser will be used
to deposit wastewater away from the shore.
“This project mitigates the risk of corrosion

Continued page 2
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eran of the Nitijela who represents
Majuro, mustered enough votes
to defeat Bruce Bilimon of Ma-
loelap, 18-15.

Aclonlaplap’s Isaac Zackhras, a
new member of parliament, won
the Vice Speaker position over
Namo’s Tony Aiseia, 18-15.

Wase and Zackhras are suc-
ceeding Kenneth Kedi and Pe-
terson Jibas, both of whom lost
reelection.

The speaker-elect, vice speak-
er-elect, and the rest of the 31
newly elected members of parlia-
ment were sworn in by Supreme
Court Chief Justice Daniel Cadra.
Nitijela’s new chaplain, Lawson
Matatuo, the president of UCC,
blessed the occasion with prayers.

The speaker-elect told the Jour-
nal that he will use his 40 years
of political experience to ad-
vance the Cabinet’s agenda in the
Nitijela.

The vice speaker-elect said he
intends to advance the work of his
predecessors. “I want to follow in
the footsteps of those before me
to move our country forward to
a better future,” he said. “I look
forward to cooperating with the
new speaker, Brenson Wase, to
maintain order in the Nitijela,
which belongs to the Marshallese
people, and address issues impor-
tant to them.”

Heine told the Journal minutes
after being elected that becoming
head of state presents challenges
and opportunities. “Becoming
president presents a lot of respon-

Continued page 2
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Kabua: ‘Outfall
a big headache’

From page 1

because the type of (material used) allows for

pipe flexing,” he said

President Kabua said that the sewage outfall
situation has been a long-standing headache

for the government.

“We could see evidence of damage that is
being done to the coral (and) to the fish,” he
said. “Finally, the work of the outfall will be

done this year (2024).”

Damian Capelle, general manager of the
Majuro Water and Sewer Company, thanked
all the collaborators for bringing the project to

fruition.

In contrast to the votes for speaker
and vice speaker at Tuesday’s open-
ing session of Nitijela, the presiden-
tial race was a nail-biter that went to
the very last of the 33 ballots.

Like a basketball game when teams
exchange baskets back and forth, the
way the counting went had Nitijela
members and audience members
alike holding their collective breaths.

Nitijela Clerk Moreaii Watak read
each of the hand-written ballots as
Deputy Clerk Carl Alik marked the

voting on a whiteboard at the front of
the chamber. The results got to 10-10,
and then the count went Hilda, David,
Hilda, David until the two were tied
again at 16-all.

The moment of truth had arrived
as a nearly silent chamber — packed
with a standing room only audience
spilling into the outer hallways and
dozens more in chairs in the lobby
watching the proceedings on a large
screen — waited for the momentous
last ballot to be read by Clerk Moreafi.

US Charge d’Affaires Lance Posey, President David Kabua, Foreign Minister Jack Ading, and Majuro Water and Sewer

Company’s Damian Capelle. Photo: Wilmer Joel.

Everyone waits in
suspense for last ballot

But already it was obvious that one
of the members had flip-flopped their
vote, as both of Hilda’s team’s nomi-
nations for speaker and vice speaker,
Brenson Wase and Isaac Zackhras, re-
spectively, had a few minutes earlier
received a more comfortable 18-15
majority.

“Hilda” announced Moreai as she
read the 33rd ballot paper, ending the
drama with the election of the Aur
Atoll representative to her second
term as president of RMI.

Heine thanks the outgoing team

From page 1

sibilities that befall me,” she said.

She expressed gratitude to every
citizen for participating in the na-
tional election and demonstrating the
effectiveness of democracy. “Thank
you for letting the world know that
the Marshall Islands are free and able
to make their own choices when it
comes to leaders,” she said.

Heine acknowledged the outgoing
administration. “I think they went
through a period of challenge and

they did the best they could,” she said.
“They started a number of things, in-
cluding the (new) Compact, and we
(the new administration) are here to
continue what they started.”

Heine said that the theme of her
administration will be to improve ser-
vices for the people.

As the government transitions to a
new administration, outgoing Presi-
dent Kabua said he looks forward to
collaborating with them. “We started
something, and we will let her (Presi-

dent Heine) continue the work.”

In response to a question from the
Journal regarding the next stage of
life, outgoing speaker Kedi stated
that everything is determined by
God. “As I move on, I know the Lord
has a plan for my life,” he said. “Of
course it is not easy to move from a
position I held for eight years but at
least I am proud to say that I did well.
I am ready to move on and let the new
speaker take the helm and assist him
for the duration of a few weeks.”

CEO Kiluwe

issues the final
election results

GIFF JOHNSON

National election results
for the Marshall Islands were
declared final on December
27 by Chief Electoral Officer
Ben Kiluwe with one caveat:
A challenge to the fifth par-
liament seat in Majuro Atoll
awaits the outcome of a pos-
sible court petition by the can-
didate who lost by 17 votes.

But Kiluwe’s announce-
ment allowed Nitijela to seat
Stephen Phillip, who gained
1,232 votes to Yolanda Lodge-
Ned’s 1,215. Kiluwe rejected a recount petition submitted
by Lodge-Ned saying the 17-vote difference was a “wide
margin.” The only change in the final results from the “fi-
nal unofficial results” issue three weeks ago was the Likiep
Nitijela race, where Wallace Peter won the drawing of lots
against Tommy Kijiner after they ended up in a 121-tie.

As of Wednesday this week, there were no election peti-
tions filed with the High Court, which apparently ends the
opportunity for objections to be filed with the court in light
of the five-day rule for court filing following declaration of
the final official results.

Voting data provided by the electoral office shows ex-
tremely low voter turnout, based on the number of regis-
tered voters. There is no way to determine if the number of
voters listed on the Electoral Administration’s eligible list
of voters is accurate. But based on the available data, only
33 percent — 17,998 — turned out to vote of the 55,167

Ben Kiluwe
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Nitijela change of comman

Call for unity

among leaders

HILARY HOSIA

“This seems like a good atmosphere,”
newly elected Speaker for Nitijela Brenson
Wase said minutes before he pounded the
gavel for the first time on Tuesday end-
ing the opening ceremony following the
election of the new president and the two
speaker posts.

Majuro Parliament Member Tony Muller
nominated Brenson for the speaker post,
citing Brenson’s over 40-years of service
in Parliament. Brenson won the seat with
18 votes — three ahead of the now outgo-
ing government’s candidate Maloelap’s
Bruce Bilimon. Bilimon was nominated by
newly elected Ebon Member of Parliament
Marie Davis Milne.

In the next chain of events, Kwajalein
powerhouse David Paul threw in newbie
Isaac Zackhras from Ailinglaplap for the
Vice Speaker post with the justification
that Isaac would balance the speakership
platform alongside veteran Brenson. Isaac
won the nomination with the same 18 votes
against Namu’s Tony Aisiea, who received
15 affirmatives. Tony was nominated by
newly elected Likiep Member Wallace Pe-
ter.

And for the main event of the day, Dr.
Hilda Heine from Aur reemerged as presi-
dent following a one-point lead against
incumbent David Kabua from Wotho — a
close 17-16 vote.

Hilda is the first president to secure the
highest office after losing to David Kabua
four years ago.

Dr. Hilda was nominated by Majuro
Member Kalani Kaneko. Outgoing Presi-
dent David was nominated by Nitijela
Member Hiroshi Yamamura from Utrik.

In his closing prayer, Nitijela Chaplain
Lawson Matauto called for unity among
the leaders. ““Your appointment was not an
accident,” Lawson said. “God appointed
you,” he said, as he encouraged for a united
front moving forward.

Special recognition was given to former
long-time Nitijela Members Christopher
Loeak from Ailingaplap and Mike Kabua
from Kwajalein, both of whom were pres-
ent in the chamber, but this time as mem-
bers of the Council of Irooj (chiefs).
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Above, the first ever group of four female Nitijela members:
Daisy Momotaro, Marie Davis Milne, President Hilda Heine,
and Kitlang Kabua. Right, Deputy Clerk Carl Alik collects the
votes. Below, the tally for speaker, vice speaker and president.
Below right, Vice Speaker Isaac Zackhras being sworn in by
Supreme Court Chief Justice Daniel Cadra with clerk Morean
Watak. Below center, President David Kabua in the forefront
as Nitijela Members are sworn in. Bottom left, Marie with
Member Joe Bejang. Bottom center, Members David Paul and
Drille Kilinwojke Kili Kabua. Bottom right, former Speaker
Kenneth Kedi with new Speaker Brenson Wase.
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US revives Tinian airtie

Left, the
commander
of Pacific
Air Forces
General
Kenneth
Wilsbach.
Right, B-29
bombers on
one of the
Tinian air-
strips. Be-
low right,
an historic
aerial view
of Tinian
Island and
its many
landing
strips.

KAREN EARNSHAW

The US House and Senate
on December 18 approved
$79 million to be used to
rehabilitate  World Il-era
airfields around the Pacific,
including runways on Tin-
ian in the Northern Mariana
Islands.

According to the Nikkei
Asia news agency, the move
“is part of an initiative to
disperse aircraft across the
Indo-Pacific region as Chi-
na’s missile threat continues
to grow.”

The US commander of
Pacific Air Forces, General
Kenneth Wilsbach, has been
widely quoted as saying re-
cently: “If you pay attention
in the next few months, you
will see significant progress,
especially at Tinian North.”

News group Agence
France Presse reported that
the airfield “was perhaps the
most important, and the bus-
iest, in the world in 1945, as
its six hastily built runways
played host to US B-29
bombers carrying out mis-
sions against Japan, 1,500
miles away.” This included
on August 6 and 9 the drop-
ping of the “Little Boy” and
“Fat Man” nuclear bombs
on Hiroshima and Naga-
saki, killing about 200,000
people.

Wilsbach said the Tin-
ian airfield will see active
construction efforts in early
2024. The island has ex-
tensive pavement under-
neath the overgrown jun-
gle: “We’ll be clearing that
jungle out between now and
summertime.”

In 2022, the US Depart-
ment of Defense’s National
Defense Strategy stated:
“The most comprehensive
and serious challenge to the
US national security is the
[People’s Republic of Chi-
na’s] coercive and increas-
ingly aggressive endeavor
to refashion the Into-Pacific
region and the international

¢

system to suit its interest and
authoritarian preferences.”

Proof of this has been
seen in recent months with
a Chinese navy ship docking
in Papua New Guinea and a
Chinese hospital ship dock-
ing in Solomon Islands and
Vanuatu.

On December 28, the Re-
uters news agency reported
that China’s Defense Min-
istry has “urged the Asia-
Pacific region to be on high
alert as the United States
steps up military deploy-
ment in the region, after re-
ports of a US plan to revive a
Pacific airfield that launched
atomic bombings of Japan.”

Life on CNMI island

Tinian is one of the three principal
islands of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, which has
been part of the United States since
1986. It is home to many World War
IT historical sites and cattle ranches.
Its population as of the 2020 Census
was just over 2,000.

Much of the local economy is de-
pendent on tourism, however, the

tourist infrastructure is relatively
poorly developed.

The main village of San Jose has
several smaller hotels, restaurants
and bars. The largest employer is the
government.

A large part of the island, which
has an area of 39 square miles, con-
tinues to be leased by the US mili-
tary for a total of 99 years.

Mike contests the
Lanny nomination

From page 1

voting process due to a technical issue cited by Iroojlaplap
Mike Kabua, who nominated Christopher for chair. Mike
argued that only Iroojlaplap are eligible to hold the chair
position. The council members who nominated Lanny,
who is a proxy for Leirooj Neimat Reimers, argued that all
members are representing a Iroojlaplap, whether proxy or
the actual iroojlaplap.

Following advise from Attorney General Bernard Adini-
win, the council continued to vote for Lanny, with the ar-
gument that everyone in the seats represent a Iroojlaplap
title.

Mike contested the nomination, arguing that there were
only three iroojlaplap present in the council among a coun-
cil of 13 representatives. However, Mike said he would
continue to work and cooperate with the council.

Subscribe to the

COILOR online
Marshall isiands Journal

The Journal Online costs only $1 an issue
on an annual basis of $52 a year ($57
Paypal). Stop by the Journal office or email:
marshallislandsjournal@gmail.com
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Left, Phillip Kabua’s son
Doester, holds two differ-
ent era photographs of his
father. Right, Phillip with his
wife Herine.
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“...After attending
Assumption School in
Majuro, he went on to

attend and graduate
from the Jesuit-run
Xavier High School in
Chuuk. It was where
he learned Latin,
which he delighted
friends and family
with later in life.”

Fond farewell to Phillip Kabua

One of the RMI’s longest serv-
ing civil servants and ambassadors
died in Springdale, Arkansas last
month.

Like most people of his genera-
tion, Phillip Kemilaii Kabua got
his start working as a teacher dur-
ing the US Trust Territory period
in the late 1960s. He passed away
December 15 at the age of 83.

Phillip was born on Jabor, Jaluit
and attended Catholic elementary
school on Likiep. He was part of a
significant cadre of Marshallese in
the 1950s who, after attending As-

sumption School in Majuro, went
on to attend and graduate from the
Jesuit-run Xavier High School in
Chuuk. It was where he learned
Latin, which he delighted friends
and family with later in life.
Phillip was one of the early pio-
neers of university education when
he headed off to the University of
Santa Clara, California in the early
1960s to do a BA in English and
philosophy. This was decades be-
fore the Compact bestowed visa-
free travel and at the time, only a
handful of top students received

scholarships for US university
study.

On return, he taught at Marshall
Islands High School, starting just
three years after the high school
was established. After teaching
for several years, he moved into
the Trust Territory administration
as an administrative officer and
later a deputy district administra-
tor. That segued, after the Marshall
Islands began taking over admin-
istrative services from the Trust
Territory, into his position as dep-
uty chief secretary, which he held

2023: Hottest year
ever on planet Earth

The World Meteorological Organization
has pegged 2023 as the hottest year ever
recorded. As well, the WMO notes that
the year saw widespread extreme weather
that left death, devastation and despair in
its wake.

According to the website Environment
News Service, since January 1, 2023, the
global average temperature reached 59.2
degrees Fahrenheit, showing a record 2.63
degrees increase from pre-industrial lev-
els. This degree of warming surpassed that
for the same period in 2016, the previous
warmest year.

WMO Secretary General Professor Pet-
teri Taalas of Finland said that as the world
enters 2024: “Greenhouse gas levels are re-
cord high. Global temperatures are record
high. Sea level rise is record high. Antarc-
tic sea ice is record low. It’s a deafening
cacophony of broken records.

“These are more than just statistics. We
risk losing the race to save our glaciers and
to rein in sea level rise. We cannot return
to the climate of the 20th century, but we
must act now to limit the risks of an in-
creasingly inhospitable climate in this and
the coming centuries.”

He added that extreme weather events
are becoming more frequent and severe
as a result of the climate crisis. In 2023,
a record-breaking cyclone hit southeastern
Africa, wildfires devastated vast forests in
Chile and Canada, unbearable heat waves

WMO facts

The World Meteorological Orga-
nization is made up of 193 member
countries and territories and accord-
ing to the Environment News Service
it “facilitates the free and unrestricted
exchange of data, information, and
research among the meteorological
and hydrological institutions of its
members.”

Of note is that only 10 United Na-
tions member states are not members
of the WMO: Equatorial Guinea,
Grenada, Liechtenstein, the Marshall
Islands, Palau, Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
and San Marino. Five of these are is-
land states, which are all extremely
vulnerable to the effects of climate
change.

swept across Asia, and powerful ice storms
froze the southern United States.

The Environment News Service stated
that a new analysis from the global non-
profit Save the Children showed that in
2023 at least 12,000 people lost their lives
to floods, wildfires, cyclones, storms and
landslides. This figure is 30 percent higher
than in 2022.

for 15 years. Phillip worked in the
deputy role with the RMI’s first
Chief Secretary Oscar deBrum.
He took over as Chief Secretary
of government in 1992, a post he
held into 2004 when he was ap-
pointed an ambassador during
President Kessai Note’s adminis-
tration. First he was in Japan for
four years, followed by a posting
to Taiwan for over seven years.
He wrapped up his foreign service
work in the RMI government in
2020 and retired.

His wife of many years, Herine,

predeceased him. He’s survived by
11 children, over 40 grandchildren
and over 20 great grandchildren.

Phillip’s remains are scheduled
to arrive Majuro January 14 for
funeral and burial services. His
daughter, Keyoka, explained that
her parents had an agreement that
whichever one died first would be
cremated and wait for the other
one.

“In Baba’s casket, lies mama’s
urn/ashes,” she said. They will be
buried together in Majuro after
January 14.
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Learning from Lore’s leadership

JACK
NIEDENTHAL*

In the 1980s when I lived
and worked on Kili Island,
the tiny, single home is-
land of the nuclear-exiled
people of Bikini, I became
enchanted by the firsthand
stories of the early days of
the Bikinian exodus that
began in 1946.

Imagine the honor and
the educational joy of be-
ing in your 20s, knowing
the Marshallese language
well after having already
lived for three years on
outer islands, then find-
ing yourself among people
who had become nuclear
nomads at the hands of the
most powerful country on earth,
the United States. When spend-
ing time with these elders, [ knew
enough to just sit and listen.

“Extraordinary” is the only
word I could think of to describe
elder Lore Kessibuki. In his 30s
at the end of WWII, he had been
included in the huddle of Biki-
nian elders who had to decide
what to do after US Commodore
Ben Wyatt “asked” them to leave
their cherished homeland, the is-
lands they considered to be their
Gift from God, “for the good of
mankind and to end all world
wars.” Commodore Wyatt later
told King Juda, the islanders’
leader, that if your islands didn’t
“turn to glass™ after testing these
new and powerful weapons, the
Bikinians could move back after
some time had passed. Imagine
having that on your plate.

These were a small group of
167 islanders with little educa-
tion of the outside world, their
lives before this consisted of liv-

# CRB collected

# of traps installed

CRB trap locations

@ CRBtrap
. Remaining
100% 0% Male: 2215) students
completed:

School outreach
Majuro and
Ebeye, 4th
grade and up

Response budget

“Not too many
politicians
ever concluded
that their days
of leadership
were over and
voluntarily
stepped down
for the greater
good of their
own people.”

¢ _DCRB Infested area

ing off the land and taking care
of their families. Then came the
Japanese and American militar-
ies during WWII. And now they
were being “asked” to help end
all world wars forever. They nev-
er felt like they had a “choice.”

My friendship with Lore
quickly grew because, being a
storyteller myself, I gravitat-
ed toward old men who could
weave a tale. Storytelling was
pretty much the extent of our
entertainment on that island dur-
ing that era. Well, there were two
VCR players on the island at the
time with a selection of only two
videos that would cost you 50
cents each to watch: “Romeo and
Juliet” (Franco Zeffirelli’s 1968
version) and “Easy Rider.”

What I loved about being with
and talking to Lore in the cool of
the island evenings was how his
grandchildren would just climb
all over him howling with laugh-
ter and demanding his full atten-
tion.

Majuro Atoll CRB Map
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4542 (Female: 2327 /
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100%

Neighboring island
Resource assessment,
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Data updated Wednesday January 3, 2024

and school staff
reached Majuro
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Complete

This exhibited a hallmark of

Lore’s personality: tolerance.
Lore knew the children didn’t
bother me at all, so that was how
we conversed.

Typically, as the evening wore
on, his grandkids would eventu-
ally tire, lie down on a sleeping
mat and then watch and listen to
us as if we were Shakespearian
lovers or hippies on Harleys.

Lore became the magistrate for
the people of Bikini after King
Juda died in the late 1960s. He
traveled with a small delegation
of Bikini islanders to Washing-
ton, DC in the early 1970s for the
first time to discuss their horrible
living conditions on Kili with US
officials.

The long journey, the cold
weather and the American cul-
ture and English language com-
pletely overwhelmed and bewil-
dered Lore. Upon his return, he
decided to give up his role as
leader to a younger man, Tomaki
Juda, who had just returned from
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video competition
closed

391%

tacshalf islanchs Conservation 5
UN MIGRATION m

assistance circulated
to partners and donors
06 December 2023

assessments are
planned for Ailuk, Mejit,
Kili, and Namdrik
planned for January

(S)USAID

=/ =

Guam and Hawaii, where he
studied.

Not too many politicians ever
concluded that their days of lead-
ership were over and voluntarily
stepped down for the greater
good of their own people. But
that was Lore, and that is why we
all treasured him.

He cared and had the ability
to genuinely convey warmth and
value to those around him. Lore
had a larger view of life. While
many elder Bikinians were un-
derstandably bitter and angry
when asked about what had hap-
pened to their people, Lore often
proudly declared to journalists
that the Bikinians’ painful sacri-
fice of their islands, and in many
cases their health, was, indeed,
for the good of all mankind.

From an early age Lore be-
came known in the community
for being a songwriter/poet.

He composed an enduring,
haunting song about their exodus
in 1946 while they were in the
throes of starvation
on Rongerik Atoll.
During one of our
evening sessions
on Kili, he told me
about the afternoon
he had collapsed un-
der a tree because he
had been so weak.
His family had been
complaining  that
they had no food.
The younger -chil-
dren wouldn’t stop
crying. As a man
and as their provid-
er, he felt hopeless.

He believed the
world was close to
ending for all of
them. He said the
song came to him
all at once. In the
island’s oral tradi-
tion, he did not write
it down. The lyrics
and melody simply
etched themselves
in his mind as he re-
mained crumpled on
the ground.

His song became

+MICRONESIA
(7 SONSERVATION

Young Bikinians

are mesmerized as

Lore Kessibuki tells
them a story.

Photo: Jack Niedenthal.

the Bikinian Anthem and
has been sung in front
of audiences all over the
world for over 75 years,
and today is sung with
tears at every funeral of
a Bikinian elder (trans-
lated):

“No longer can I stay;
it’s true. No longer can I
live in peace and harmony.
No longer can I rest on my
sleeping mat and pillow
Because of my island and
the life I once knew there.
The thought is overwhelming
Rendering me helpless and in
great despair.My spirit leaves,
drifting around and far away
Where it becomes caught in a
current of immense power —
And only then do I find tranquil-
ity.”

In the late 1980s, I remem-
ber being back on Bikini for the
first time in many years, with a
large group of Bikinian men, to
attempt to redraw their ancient
land boundaries.

A Pulitzer Prize-winning jour-
nalist from the New York Times,
John Noble Wilford, accompa-
nied us.

One evening I set up an inter-
view for him with Lore. When
you translate, your mind is never
at rest. You are either listening
carefully or expressing the inter-
pretation of what was being said,
back and forth.

I sat between them on the
beach in the glow of the sunset
and translated the telling of Lo-
re’s story. When he got to the part
of the exodus when they were
starving on Rongerik, I became
wound up in the ebb-and-flow of
Lore’s graphic recollection and
the journalist’s queries making
sure 1 was delivering the story
and questions with the intensity
they deserved.

Then came a silence. Mr. Wil-
ford wasn’t asking questions
anymore. The exchange had
stopped, so I turned to look at the
writer. He was sobbing into his
shirtsleeves.

Lore passed away in 1994 at
the age of about 80. His songs
and his stories live on.

* The writer is a former sec-
retary of Health Services for the
Marshall Islands, where he has
lived and worked for 42 years.
He is the author of “For the
Good of Mankind, An Oral His-
tory of the People of Bikini,” and
president of Microwave Films,
which has produced six award-
winning feature films in the Mar-
shallese language.

This article was originally
published in Pacific Island
Times.
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People take advantage of the reopening of the
MAWCs recycling facility. Photos: Eve Burns.

Do reuse,
do recycle,
do repeat

EVE BURNS

Long lines of people bearing large bags of cans and
plastic bottles have been visible at Majuro Atoll Waste
Company’s recycling facility since mid-December when
it reopened purchasing the recyclable items.

After a couple of weeks of being out of operation,
MAWC reopened for the public to bring in bottles, cans
and glass bottles in exchange for money.

MAWC closed the program because they were waiting
for their funds to come in from the Ministry of Finance,
the second time the program has been closed temporarily
in the past several months for lack of funds to pay for re-
cycled items. Companies that import colas, beer and water
bottles pay tax to the Ministry of Finance that is to be used
for funding the recycling program operated by MAWC.

“We understand the need for our community and how
the program has helped many families, so we re-opened
our gates to received these materials,” said Jacqueline
Lakmis.

“For this week, we have extended our opening days to
Friday receiving all recyclable materials due to holidays
on Monday and Tuesday,” she added. “Our closure for
several past weeks has resulted in an accumulation of re-
cyclable materials at the homes (of residents).”

Next week MAWC will be back to its normal schedule.

MAWC estimates it has collected about 12 million
plastic bottles, cans and glass bottles this in 2023. Almost
$600,000 has been paid out to local residents recycling the
cans and bottles.

SAMPLE BALLOT (1 0f7)

REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
REFERENDUM

KAJJITOK 1

KWOJ KE ERRA ILO KOWEEPPAN
OKTAK KO NAN KOMMAN KAKKOBABA
ILO CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
EO AN 2017 EO NAN MELELE KO ILO
JEMANAE EO IKIJJEEN ARTICLE XI
SECTION 2(b) IM ARTICLE XIV, SECTION
1: Eo ej kardk won ro romarofi erom ri-Aelof
Kein ikijjeen registration im kapen “bwe eaar
jokwe ilo Republic eo an Aelon Kein iumwin
juon tore eo ejjab iiet 1ok jan jofioul (10) iid,
im e ¢j jinen ak jeman juon ajri €o ej arme;j in
Republic eo an Aeloii Kein, im ej palele ippan
jinen ak jeman ajri o, €o im jinen ak jeman ej
barainwot armej in Republic in”?

(Elmokot 1&22D2)

QUESTION 1

DO YOU APPROVE THE 2017
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
REGARDING ARTICLE XI SECTION
2(b) AND ARTICLE XIV, SECTION

1: LIMITING ELIGIBILITY FOR
CITIZENSHIP BY REGISTRATION
AND RESTRICTING “that he/she has
been a resident in the Republic for no
less than ten (10) years, is the parent of
a child who is a citizen of the Republic,
and is married to the parent of that child,
whose parent is also a citizen of the
Republic”? (Proposal 1 & 22D2)

AET/YES AK/OR JAAB/NO

(Likut juon iaan kokalle kein VAK ilo x juon iaan bok kein nan kalikare kelet eo am.)

Place one mark (either a check mark VOR a Cross x in only one box to indicate your vote.)

SAMPLE BALLOT (2 of 7)
REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

REFERENDUM

KAJJITOK 2

KWOJ KE ERRA ILO KOWEEPPAN OKTAK
KO NAN KOMMAN KAKKOBABA ILO
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION EO AN
2017 EO NAN MELELE KO ILO JEMANAE
EO IKIJJEEN ARTICLE III, SECTION 1(2):
Nan kaldfilok uwaan Council eo an Irooj ilo
bukwon in ekaalel ko jan Ratak Chain im
kakobaik bar juon Iroojlaplap jan aelof in Mili
Atoll? (Elmokot 14)

QUESTION 2

DO YOU APPROVE THE 2017
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
REGARDING ARTICLE III, SECTION
1(2): to increase the membership of

the Council of Irooj from the electoral
districts of the Ratak Chain to include
another Iroojlaplap from Mili Atoll?
(Proposal 14)

AET/YES AK/OR JAAB/NO

(Likat juon 1aan kokalle kein “AK ilo x juon iaan bok kein nan kalikare kelet eo am.)

Place one mark (either a check mark VOR a Ccross x in only one box to indicate your vote.)
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ACROSS

1. Supermarket.

5. Romance.

10. Vesuvius, Etna, or
Kilauea.

11. Nuclear fuel.

12. Relative.

14. Rub out.

15. Uliga diner.

17. Kitlang or Mike.
19. Experience something
unpleasant as a result of
your actions.

21. Apple computer.
22. Aet.

23. Mark or Tina.

24. Ways out.

25. Lock’s mate.

26. RMI chain.

28. Cook.

30. Mini waves.

31. Reef dweller.

33. Diplomatic friend.
34. Island instrument.
DOWN

2. Everyone.

3. Property contract.
4. RRE area.

6. Popular drinking spot.
(5.4)

7. Popular drink at 6.
Down.

8. Stove.

18. Down Under.

20. Financial accessory.
27. American political
satirist and journalist
P.J. O’Rourke once said:
“Anyway, no drug, not
even alcohol, causes the

fundamental ills of society.

If we’re looking for the
source of our troubles, we
shouldn’t ---- people for
drugs, we should ---- them

[0 [E O E |
RIEJFIERIEJE L EIT ] IN]T]
4] 4] [l m
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The eroded shoreline at Carlos Island in Kwajalein Atoll. Photo: Deo Keju.

9. Hawaiian dance.
13. Ambassador’s work-
place.

for stupidity, ignorance,
greed and love of power.”
28. Addictive nut.

Note: (abb.) = abbreviation,
(3,4) = indicates the number
of letters in two words. Scan

15. Carlos or Charlie. 29. Gamble. and email your puzzle to the
16. Speed competitions. 30. Rodent. marshallislandsjournal @
17. Canoe. 32. Friend. gmail.com by Tuesday.

ul g WS AT
Lewoj naan in kamolol Aan aoleb ro im rokkar
letok loké eo aer im jutak likimro. Einwot, jot ro

. Aan loRaj im kokomanman lok jokwin mour,
! ejjab Nan jejjo ak Ran aolep armijin Majol.

(,.;-5’((11]-’{fw new year bring
peace, prosperity, & joy.
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Scientists say
atolls can adapt
to climate change

Ecological restoration may save coral
atoll islands from the rising seas of climate
change, according to an international team
of scientists, conservationists, and an in-
digenous leader.

While global carbon emission reduction
is imperative, local measures could be the
key to the islands outpacing sea levels,
they argue in the journal Trends in Ecology
& Evolution.

“Far from being doomed, in their natural
state most coral atoll islands could adapt
to sea level rise,” says Dr Sebastian Steibl
from the University of Auckland in New
Zealand, lead author of the study. “This pa-
per is a global call to identify and quantify
the best measures for restoring atoll island
growth.”

The world’s 320 tropical coral atolls
are made up of thousands of islands and
are a treasure trove of biodiversity, homes
to millions of turtles and seabirds. These
islands are naturally growing up to one
centimeter a year by accreting sediment —
enough to outpace most predictions of sea
level rise.

Ecologically restoring this natural pro-
cess holds the key to climate change re-
silience for the islands, says the team of
scientists, who are already trialling restora-
tion methods on atolls such as Tetiaroa and
Palmyra in the eastern Pacific Ocean and
Aldabra in the western Indian Ocean.

While densely populated islands such as

in the Maldives will still need human-en-
gineered solutions most coral atoll islands
are sparsely inhabited and excellent candi-
dates for restoration, the scientists say.

“Restoration of atoll island ecosystems
iS a proven conservation action that can
significantly improve the health of the sur-
rounding coral reef habitat,” says island
resilience scientist and co-author Dr Alex
Wegmann from The Nature Conservancy
in California.

The climate damage fund announced
at COP28 is one potential mechanism for
funding local restoration. “Funding resto-
ration work would empower communities
to take back ownership of their futures,”
says co-author Professor James Russell, a
conservation biologist at the University of
Auckland

People living on coral atolls are largely
ignored when industrialized nations nego-
tiate responses to climate change. “Local
knowledge alongside cutting edge science
needs to be included in atoll restoration
programs,” says cultural director of the
Tetiaroa Society and co-author Hinano
Teavai-Murphy, “because the traditional
knowledge of Oceanian people has always
been about respecting and preserving the
connected marine and terrestrial systems.”

Their research is published open ac-
cess in the journal Trends in Ecology
&  Evolution. https://doi.org/10.1016/].
tree.2023.11.004



9

The Marshall Islands Journal — Friday,January 5, 2024

The Ministry of Health and Human Services is starting the
new year with a signed agreement with the Government of Japan
through the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
wherein the Majuro Hospital building will be getting a much-
needed maintenance and improvement services. A ‘Follow-up
Cooperation’ was signed recently by Secretary Francyne Wase-
Jacklick and Mr. Hikoyuki UKAI, Resident Representative JICA
Marshall Islands Office.

Similarly, the Bureau of Kwajalein Atoll Health Care Services
will be receiving much needed Mobile X-ray and an Ultrasound
scanner through the Japan International Cooperation System
(JICS).

In the brief signing ceremony, Secretary Jacklick reiterated
her gratitude for Japan’s unwavering support in strengthening the
RMI healthcare system.

Between 18-22 December 2023, Honorable Minis-
ter Ota Kisino paid a courtesy call on Consul General
Isabella Silk in Honolulu and discussed among other
items the progress of the renovation of the buildings
which provide accommodation for the patients.

Minister Ota also met with the Medical Referral
staff for a briefing and to share the followings:

- Development and Progress in the Ministry

- Challenges with regard to the high costs of referral
patients

- Other funding sources and schemes

Minister Kisino also met with Dr. Charles Nguyen,
Director of the Pacific Islands Health Care Project
(PTHCP) at Tripler Army Medical Center to discuss
the project with the following highlights:

- Status of the project

* Newly Created Website
* Vetting Process for Participants
- Issues with Federal Funding
- RMI to engage using Diplomatic ties

RMI COVID-19
SITUATION REPORT

MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

RMI COVID-19 Cases: 02 January 2024

MAJ KWAJ NI USAG-KA TOTAL
NEW CASES (LAST 7 DAYS) 3 5 o 3 11
CUMULATIVE CASES 10,126 2,907 2,759 429 16,221
CURRENTLY HOSPITALIZED (LAST 7 DAYS) o o o o o
DISCHARGED FROM HOSPITAL 104 a4 o o 148
TOTAL DEATHS 12 a 1 o 17
RECOVERED/CLOSED 10,101 2,896 2,758 413 16,168

RMI, Majura, Ebeys & Nelghbaring Islands COVID-19 positive casas raported, Aug 8, 2022 - January 02, 2023
W tbaye Ml

W ajuro

COVID-19 POSITIVE CASES REPORTED
£
g

0 1
I ar i ar v i v e i W R a " fig a W i
R A I T
DATE REPORTED
NEIGHBORING
istanps ) | MUNGLAPLAP | ALUK | ARNO | AUR | EBON | ENEWETAK | JABOT | JALUIT | KILI | ICEP | MALOELAP. | MILI| MEIT | NAMU | UTRIK | WOTHO | WoTIE
NEW CASES 0 o[ oo o 0 0 o [of o 0 of o f o | o0 0 0
(LAST 7 DAYS)
CUMULATIVE CASES 24 198 | 390 [150 [ 13 4 13 788 |7 28 2 79| us | 1 [102| 18 | 35
CURRENTLY 0 o[ oo o 0 0 0o [of o 0 of o f o | o0 0 0
HOSPITALIZED
DISCHARGED FROM 0 o[ oo o 0 0 0o [of o 0 of o f o |0 0 0
HOSPITAL
TOTAL DEATHS 0 o[ oo o 0 0o | o o] o 0 of o f o |0 0 1
RECOVERED 24 198 | 390 [150 [ 13 4 13788 |7 28 2 (79| us | 1 [102]| 18 | 34

FOR COVID-19 INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL 625-3632

Call the National Disaster Management Office
625-6366 Monday- Friday | 8AM-5PM

¥ @rmimoh

@mohhsrmi

Call the COVID-19 Health 24-HR Hotline for
Symptoms: 625-3632 (Majuro) 329-9303 (Ebeye)

Ministry of Health & Human Services
&
Taiwan Health Center

Dr. Howard Le

OBGYN

Taiwan Health Center would like
to announce that a OBGYN will
arrive in Majuro and do his
clinical work in Majuro Hospital.
Will be taking 15 patients in the

morning and 10 in the afternoon.

Clinic Schedule:
* Dec 22-Jan 15, 2024
+ 8:00am-12.00pm & 1:30pm-
5:00pm

Appointment: Services:

Please go to Majuro Hospital » Pregnancy
registration and triages before ¢ Menstrual disorder
seeing OBGYN * Gynecologic infections
e Pelvic tumor
« PAP smears

Prenatal checkup

[Laura Schedule:

OBGYN doctor will visit Laura
Health Clinic on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
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Some of the 73
Taiwan-RMI
Presidents’ schol-
arship recipients.
This was the fourth
Taiwan scholarship
award ceremony.
At the back with
thumbs raised are
Ambassador Steve
Hsia, President
David Kabua, and
Minister Kessai
Note.

Photos: Wilmer Joel.

Students learn good grades pay

WILMER JOEL

Seventy-three Taiwan-RMI Presidents’
scholarship recipients, consisting of stu-
dents and educators, were honored at the
fourth scholarship award ceremony in the
Marshall Islands Resort’s Melele Room
last month.

In his remarks, Public School System
Commissioner Kanchi Hosia characterized
the event as a “milestone” in the relation-
ship between RMI and Taiwan in educa-
tion and capacity building.

“This initiative will add greater value to

our relationship,” he said.

Taiwan Ambassador Steve Hsia said his
country is committed to strengthening ties
with the RMI, including through educa-
tion.

“Education is essential for building a
society,” he said. Hsia reiterated a popular
proverb about the value of education. “If
you give a man a fish, you feed him for a
day. If you teach a man to fish, you feed
him for a lifetime.”

Following the ambassador’s speech, a
motivational video message about life fea-

turing Oscar-winning actor Matthew Mc-
Conaughey was played.

In order to qualify for the financial schol-
arship, students must score good grades on
the Marshall Islands Standard Achieve-
ment Test (MISAT) that is conducted an-
nually at the end of each school year.

PSS then selects the top scorers from
grades three, six, and eight in the elemen-
tary level and grades 10 and 12 in high
school.

Students from the colleges on Majuro,
the College of the Marshall Islands and the

University of the South Pacific, are also
included. This scholarship also covers in-
service educators.

Presenting the awards to the recipients
were Minister Kessai Note, Ambassador
Steve Hsia, and President David Kabua.

President Kabua told the Journal that he
hoped the recipients would complete their
assignments and not become distracted by
their phones. “My advice to them would
be for them to be completely focused on
their homework and reduce screen-time on
phones.”

The Taiwan-RMI Presidents’ Scholarship Recipients

GRADE 3:

STUDENT
Yorella Holoapa
M Nidenthal
Lerenzo Gallen
Badrik Takabea
Wiltha Erakdrik
Faith Riano
Lejbuujen Elanzo
Heleighna Abbang
Kiaralynn Jiba
Esther Naisake
Joy Lanbon

Noah Capelle
Hilton Ralpho
Evangeline Anbar

GRADE 6:

STUDENT
Baby Agnes Note
Ernilalynn Moncure
Te’a Lilly Milne
Memorayne Anjain
Leilua Loeak

Flora Battery
Mystie Lakmej
Siales Aiseia

Perty Reason

Jai Kabua
Annperosa Leer
Ranton Clanton
Mahea Lanwi
Neimon Kedi

SCHOOL

Ebeye SDA

Majuro Coop School

Delap Elementary School
Long Island Elementary School
Ebeye Public Elementary School
Delap SDA Elementary School
Delap SDA Elementary School
Jabor Elementary School
Delap Elementary School
Long Island Elementary School
Majuro Baptist Christian Academy
Ebeye Public Elementary School
Assumption Elementary School
Majuro Baptist Christian Academy

SCHOOL
Majuro Baptist Christian Academy
Delap Elementary School
Majuro Baptist Christian Academy
Majuro Baptist Christian Academy
Assumption Elementary School
Rita Elementary School
Wdja (Majuro) Elementary School
Delap Elementary School
North Delap Elementary School
Delap Elementary School
Delap Elementary School
Delap Elementary School
Majuro Baptist Christian Academy
Majuro Baptist Christian Academy

Taiwan Ambassador Steve Hsia at the microphone.

GRADE 8:

STUDENT
Jennifer Macapayog
Edward Lanwe
Calson Aron
Grace Libokmeto
Bill Gideon
Erick Junior
Likky Katnel
Noka Lokeijak
Emma Prout
Kasha-Ann Jello
Irene Jonathan
Princess Joel
Anika Riofrer

-

Bremrose Lakjohn

Public School System Commissioner Kanchi Hosia.

GRADE 10:

STUDENT SCHOOL

Mylissa John Marshall Islands High School
Xhania Zedkaia Assumption High School
Rachel Macapayag ~ Marshall Islands High School
Leonila Agustin Assumption High School
Lizz Capelle Assumption High School

Delap SDA High School

SCHOOL Jaydious Huang Assumption High School

Maiuro Middle School Vanethy Sio Assumption High School
juro Middle Schoo . .

Tobal Elementary School Ruby Anitok Marshall Islands High School

Tobal Elementary School GRADE 12:

Tobal Elementary School

Tobal Elementary School STUDENT SCHOOL

Tobal Elementary School Gladden Lakme;j Marshall Islands High School

Aur Elementary School Bianca Bolasina Majuro Coop High School

Ajeltake Elementary School

Isatako Timothy

Marshall Islands High School

Majuro Middle School Alatera Martin Majuro Baptist Christian Academy
Tobal Elementary School Joseph Pickering Majuro Baptist Christian Academy
Tobal Elementary School Yelmer Lejjena Majuro Coop High School

Majuro COOP School Silass Andrike Marshall Islands High School
Majuro COOP School Tekjab Marvin Marshall Islands High School

COLLEGE OF THE MARSHALL
ISLANDS TOP STUDENTS

Tena Lekka
Randon John
Kianu deBrum
Paul Elanzo
Natasha Amlej

UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC
TOP STUDENTS

Cladysa Debrum
Lena Samson
Christie Helkena
Junior Kaibot
Eugene Kurn

Neki Luke
Kasty Johnny
Lucey Mea
Tirina John

PSS IN-SERVICE PROGRAM
TOP STUDENTS
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Cop-founde Jlm
Duffy here for Nitijela

A longtime friend of RMI and fam-
ily was spotted at the Nitijela opening
Tuesday. Jim happens to be Minister
Kitlang Kabua’s grandfather and is a
founding father of Majuro Cooperative
School and the Jabro Private School
on Ebeye.

Jim and his wife, Sepe, live in Hawaii

and California these days, but visit the
Marshalls when they can.

Pictured after the Nitijela opening
ceremony and election are from left:
Pamela Duffy Sakaio, Jim Duffy, Sepe
Duffy, Nitijela Member Kitlang Kabua,
Johnny Duffy and Isaac Larios.

Photo: Hilary Hosia

And speaking of which...

Newly elected Speaker Brenson Wase, sporting leis, and Nitijela Sgt.
at Arms Langidrik Mote, right, joined with the United Church of Christ
choir after the opening session wrapped up Tuesday afternoon.
Photo: Hilary Hosia.

Quotes of
the week

“This island is
corrupt from top to
bottom.”
—Comment heard
around town the other
day

“I was raised by my

real father.”
—Heard around a local
watering hole last week.

won
Riddle
dinner?

This week’s perfect
puzzlers are Mike Jeik,
Team Amateur, Tess
Cristobal, Team A&B
and The Fivs. Congrats
goes to all and their
names are in the hat
for the December draw-
ing for the free meal at
Flame Tree.

Speaking of which, all
the December winners’
names also went into
the hat and Journal team
member Megan Schell-
hase pulled out the
winning name, which is
Isabella Narruhn. Well
done, Isabella: You can
pick up your gift certifi-
cate at Micronitor behind
The Flame Tree.

Join the ongoing bid
for Stardom for Wisdom.
Do the puzzle on P8 and
email it to the Journal by
5pm Tuesday.

Bryant stars in Forbes

The Marshall Islands gets all

MIMRA’s Bryant Jeffery Zebedy

propriately,”

Bryant is quoted by

kinds of publicity these days in the
global media. But mostly it cen-
ters on climate change, sea level
rise and also some on the nuclear
test legacy.

But the business magazine
Forbes took coverage of the Mar-
shall Islands to a new level, giv-
ing MIMRA and its Protected Area
Network program a great feature.

is featured in the story as he was
part of the National Geographic’s
Pristine Seas research trip to the
northern atolls of Bikar and Bokak
last September.

“One of our main goals is to en-
sure that communities who own
protected areas are provided with
the best information and tool-kits
to manage their resources ap-

Forbes as say, adding that MIM-
RA provides consultations to help
communities have a better under-
standing of how essential the re-
sources in their areas are.

Which goes back to why they
conduct these resource surveys
of each atoll, which inform the
protection and conservation ef-
forts.



The Marshall Islands Journal — Friday,January 5, 2024

13

AROUND TOWN

From left to right are
Carol-Ann Smith,
Stephen Morgan,

Chantelle Rogers, and

Sumreet Sandhu.

The Oliver!
Is ready to play

Youth Bridge Global is return-
ing after four years away to stage
the musical “Oliver!” Director and
Dartmouth  College Professor
Emeritus Andrew Garrod and
Producer Bonny Taggart, who
will arrive Majuro on January 9,
are being joined by three new off-
island team members and another
who is living on Majuro.

They will be the team that over-
sees the development of Oliver!
From the auditions starting next
week to the staging of the play in
early March. Professor Andrew
has been directing plays in Majuro
since 2004 — with a recent three-
year break enforced by the Covid
border closure.

Here’s a little bit about each of
four who will be working with An-
drew and Bonny:

+ Stephen Morgan will be
the Assistant Director. He lives
in Saint John, New Brunswick

in Nova Scotia. He has known
Professor Garrod for over 40
years. As a young man he studied
acting and participated in many
theatrical productions, as well as
having worked in theater projects
in Dubai in the United Arab Emir-
ates, Wuhan in China, and at the
Stratford Festival in Ontario, Can-
ada.

* Carol-Ann Smith, who is
Stephen’s partner and also lives
in Nova Scotia, will work on set
design and costuming. Carol has
worked in film for 20-plus years as
a scenic painter and artist. She
has spent the past eight years as
the onset painter for “The Flash.”
She has worked in costume de-
partments as a “breakdown art-
ist” — which means making things
look old and dirty.

Sumreet Sandhu is a junior at
Dartmouth College majoring in
anthropology. She will be Bonny’s
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production assistant. Sumreet of-
ten assists Professor Garrod with
computer work in his office at Dart-
mouth, and when she heard about
the opportunity to join the musical
this year, she begged her parents
to let her come. She assured them
she will be safe with Bubu Bonny.
She invites you to say hello if you
see her around.

Chantelle Rogers is 23 years
old and hails from Papua New
Guinea. She has been living and
working on Majuro since 2019.
She was very involved in theater
in high school and was a member
of the drama club. When she saw
the call for actors for Youth Bridge
Global’s production of Oliver! she
decided to get involved.

Auditions for Oliver! start on
Wednesday, January 10, at
3:30pm at the Marshall Islands
High School library. Be there! It's
going to be a blast.
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Several members of the local media were in action Tuesday morning, capturing different angles of
the Nitijela election on Tuesday. Capturing key moments from this event was part of the job, as was
the case when speaker-elect Brenson Wase took the oath of office, which got the media team on
their feet. For the press, it was not a sit-and-watch affair; they were constantly scanning the scene
for noteworthy images to include in their publications and for their audiences. Photo: Wilmer Joel.

“Ne ewor am muri
iben MAWC kon
nien kobij eo am,
Jouj im lolorjake

koman kolla”

MIEC

Majuro International English Church
Long Island, Utin Bang Weto

Pastor Steve L. Clark, 455-7200
Sing Pray - Praise - Worship
SERVICES
English — 10:00 am

MIE L Kiribati - 4:00 pm

Majuro International English Church Marshallese — 7:00 pm

Jesus CHRIST 1S LORD! all/text 456-5030 for aride.

Need something from
Hawaii mailed to you?

It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3 with

Journal Pick-up Services

Email us Deposit payment We mail
your at either the bank, your item(s)
shipment the Marshall Islands to you

via USPS.

request. Joural, or Paypal.
Let us be your hands and feet in Hawaii.
We can pick up from any location on Oahu and mail it to you via
the US Postal Services. We mail to the RMI, FSM and Palau.

Reliable & Fast Service You Can Trust!
Delivering packages for over 10 years.

Handling Fee Starts From $35
Get a FREE estimate.

email: sukapacific@gmail.com

micronitor news & printing company

STAMPS!
Save time!

Come and order
your personalized
self-inking or
embossing
stamp
today.
Many sizes
and styles
to choose
from.

For more information:
rosemurphy0808@gmail.com
Phone: 625-3136/8143 or 455-3662
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COFA I1I: Good news, bad news

Good News: COFA III secures
vital FAS interests and resources

Upon approval as expected in early
2024, the bilateral “COFA III” agreements
reached by the US separately with Palau,
FSM and RMI in 2023 will enhance free
association as a strategic alliance. Final
agreed terms for economic assistance
grants, federal programs and services, as
well as COFA trust fund management,
reflect important changes in the US gov-
ernment’s COFA renewal offers, after the
US Special Presidential Envoy for COFA
Negotiations, Joseph Yun, was appointed
in 2022.

What can be referred to as “COFA
I for each of the three Free Associ-
ated States (FAS) can be implemented to
strengthen the capacity of these sovereign
nations to preserve democracy, rule of
law, stable economies and strategic secu-
rity. COFA III also enhances terms includ-
ing federal program eligibility for FAS
citizens to enter and reside lawfully in US
territories and states as non-immigrants
pursuant to COFA Section 141.

COFA III is “more perfect” than COFA
11, but continued areas of frustration,
friction and disputes can be resolved by
adaptive implementation, or if warranted
by seeking mutually agreed amendments
to COFA agreements. It represents the
success of COFA that since 2003 each
FAS now asserts by greater measure the
rights of sovereign independence in rela-
tions with the US as well as bilateral and
multilateral foreign relations.

To prevent a repeat of 2003 over-
reaching assertion of asymmetric power
by the US in COFA II negotiations, in
early 2020 the RMI signaled rejection of
preliminary economic assistance offers,
consistent with COFA 11 levels in the $3.5
billion range over 20 years, to be allocated
among the three FAS.

Instead, the RMI called for appointment
of a US presidential envoy and “more
serious economic offers” to avoid 2023
COFA renewal mission failure. In nego-
tiations after a Special Presidential Envoy
was appointed in 2022, the US offer
increased from $3.5 billion in 2020-2021
to $7.1 billion. For the RMI that includes
both significantly increased economic as-
sistance grants and US COFA Trust Fund

Third and final installment of a three-part
series on the Compact negotiations

contributions benefitting vital sectors
including health, environmental recovery
and stabilization, education, Kwajalein
development, and US nuclear testing
impacts (see discussion below).

Revisions to joint COFA grant manage-
ment oversight and COFA Trust Fund
Committee protocols, as well as confirma-
tion of authority and funding sources for
all federal programs and services, includ-
ing US Department of Education and US
Postal Service, are intended as enhance-
ments under COFA III if implemented
effectively.

COFA 111 is intended to prevent pre-
sumptions that US economic assistance
and federal programs will end in 2043.
Thus, unlike 2003 COFA II, COFA 111
contemplates mutual agreement before
2043 that continued economic support for
FAS in parallel with US mutual security
and defense authorities.

Bad News: Hangover from 2003
COFA clouds promise of
2003-2023 COFA renewal

In 2003, the FSM/RMI COFA II and
2010 Palau COFA II renewal terms
signaled a US State Department plan for
reduction of US obligations and commit-
ments for guaranteed future economic
assistance. US defense rights authorities
did not expire, but FAS economic rights

“Yun’s typically candid answer
was that responsible manage-
ment of the trust funds
‘crucially depends’ on ‘smooth
implementation’ of the COFA
Trust Fund Agreement (CTFA)
by the jointly appointed by
US controlled Trust Fund Com-
mittee (TFC).”

US Special Presidential Envoy for
COFA Negotiations Joseph Yun.

expired if not renewed periodically. That
imbalance was made even less equitable
under COFA 1II in 2003.

Specifically, Section 354 of COFA
I mandates that even if Title Three is
terminated by the FAS the US “defense
veto” applicable under Title Three would
thereafter be retained and combined with
strategic denial powers of US under the
separate “Agreement on Friendship,
Cooperation and Mutual Security.” FAS
compliance with that expanded defense
veto power is a condition of continued
FSM and RMI access to COFA trust
funds, which would remain under US
control.

This provision purporting to give the
US “defense veto” power over any ac-
tion of the RMI and FSM governments,
including internal self-government as well
as international affairs, even after free
association has been terminated in favor
of full independence, is in contradiction
to domestic and international law recog-
nized by the United States. That includes
the 1978 Hilo Principles, COFA T (P.L.
99-239), and US ratified U.N. Resolution
2625 (1970), all requiring free association
to be freely terminable without coercive
features to qualify as a decolonized politi-
cal status.

That legacy of 2003 over-reaching
under COFA II provides context for FAS
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political realism about the 2023 COFA re-
newal process. For it is clear that stability
and continuity in US political, economic
and strategic security relations under
COFA was exposed in 2023 to undue
political risk by failure to approve COFA
IIT before COFA 11 expired.

That is underscored by PRC effective
disruption tactics that COFA renewal
delays made possible. All due primarily
to the US State Department’s 2020-2021
negotiating positions rejected first by the
FAS, and then by Congress and the White
House, when disclosed to NSC as the
cause of an impasse on COFA renewal
with RMI and Palau.

Although appointment of a highly
skilled Special Presidential Envoy in
2022 salvaged failing negotiations, US
State Department resistance to change in
the US negotiating positions contributed
to failure of COFA III approval before
COFA 1II expired. That sent exactly the
wrong signal to those in Congress who in
turn made the US Senate crafted COFA
IIT bill introduced as H.R. 96 a bargaining
asset in an end of session poker game over
emergency measures on Ukraine, Israel,
US border security and illegal drugs.

Instead of approval in good order, inclu-
sion of COFA III to prevent crisis and
conflict in the Pacific in highly politicized
emergency legislation gained nothing for
stakeholders in that controversial debate.
Delaying COFA III served only to enable
PRC surrogates in the FAS seeking to
disrupt the COFA success story intrepidly
and ingenuously engineered by the Spe-
cial Presidential Envoy and FAS govern-
ments.

State Department staff continues
to undermine nuclear testing
and/or climate change solutions

The RMI’s COFA Trust Fund Agree-
ment (CTFA) includes $700 million above
and beyond all otherwise comparable
COFA III funding levels for Palau, FSM
and RMI. The stated purpose of this RMI
supplemental funding is to address “Ex-
traordinary Circumstances” of RMI com-
munities, especially small, remote islands
in need for support to sustain resiliency
due to forces beyond their control.

That can include climate change, food
security and health care needs, or other
extreme challenges and existential threats.
But over the strident objections of State
Department lawyers since 2003, the Presi-
dent’s envoy confirmed to Congress what
everyone knows. Intended uses of the
$700 million special fund also can include
measures related to the effects of the US
nuclear testing program on people and the
environment in the RMI.

Consequently, COFA III approval will
require continued negotiations by RMI,
due to failure of negotiators despite best
efforts to reach true mutual agreement
on terms for using all or part of a spe-
cial $700 million US contribution to the
RMI-US COFA Trust Fund. That was
confirmed on October 19, 2023, when

the House Natural Resources Commit-
Continued page 23
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Jej aikuj lolorjake ro rej kerool tok

HILARY HOSIA

“Juon jikin” eo ejenolok jen
mon kalbuuj emaron juon uno eo
Majel elap an aikuji nan kadrik-
lok jorreen ko rej walok jen rein
im rar rool tok nan aelon kein im
ewor jorreen en rar kommane.

Naan eo Riem Simon ear ba
jiljino yio ko remootlok ear kir
mool ilo wiik eo lok ke ar walok
ruo jorreen nan ruo kora in Ma-
juro in jen ruo rinana. Jorreen
kein jimor rar komman in ri nana
rein im rar kalbuuj iumwin elon
yio ilo mon kalbuuyj eo ilo Uliga
Majuro.

“Aolepen jorreen kein im rein
rar bed ilo kalbbuj im ro im rar
rool tok nan Majel bwe rar bar
komman jorreen remaron bobrae
elane aolepen lomarein rejab bed
ilo kalbuuj ak ren bed ijoko elon
armej ie,” Riem ear jiron lok
Journal ak jikin komman nuuj eo
jiljino yio ko remootlok, im ear
bar bok lontak ilo juon ien an kar
konono ibben mon nuuj eo ilo
wiik eo lok.

Wewein eo ekkar tata ej nan
kommane juon jikin eo ejenolok
jen jikin kalbuuj eo,” Riem ar
ba. Elane ri tel rein ad rej lukkun
kea kin armej rein ad im konaan
komman aenomman ilo aelon
kein ad, inem raikuj lomnak kake
juon jikin nan armej rein.

Elon katton ao lelontak men
in aikuj in ilowaan yio kein ak
ejjelok en ear ronjake io. Inaj

“Juon ibben dron an US im RMI nan kommane juon wewein
nan rein im rej rool tok im eto an Riem jutak ilikin emaron
jolok kota laplap in - juon kota eo kien im private sector elap
aer ellewetak kake ak ejjanin wor kilen komane.”

bok ijo konao nan jiban ikijien
karoke im eddoiki birookiram in
bwe won eo enaj emman an ed-
droiki ijelokin juon eo im ear bed
ilo kalbuuj?”

Riem ar mottan juon droulul in
armej ro im US er koroole tok er
nan Majel in elikin kar juon kon
jen US Department/Homeland
Security im Kien in an Majel
ilo jonoul yio ko remootlok. Ak
Riem ear kwalok ke wewein im
kilen korrool in ear juon wot
mwenan ilo an kar ejjelok aini-
kien RMI ne ¢j itok nan ien kor-
rool

“RMI eaikuji juon eo emaron
ba “jaab” nan US,” ear ba. “Jaab”
mae ien eo US ej kommane juon
kon eo ej ju buruwerro RMI ji-
mor, Riem ear lemaantak lomnak
in. “Elane inkar bed ilo telboon
ak email ibben ruteej ran an US,
inkar akwelap kin jet deal ak
kilton ikijien jiban ko im rema-
ron itok ilo mani ak ikijien tech-
nical jen US,” Riem ar ba. “US
enaj komman jabrewot nan jolok
armej jen jikin kalbuuj kan aer,
bwe edrik lok aer jolok jeen.”

Juon ibben dron an US im
RMI nan kommane juon we-
wein nan rein im rej rool tok im
eto an Riem jutak ilikin emaron
jolok kota laplap in - juon kota
eo kien im private sector elap aer
ellewetak kake ak ejjanin wor
kilen komane.

IOM, eo im ej eddroik makit-
kit ko ikijien an armej driojlok
jen Majel, ejkab moj an kebooj
juon plan ak elmokot nan lelok
nan kien kein jimor an RMI im
US nan konono kake baj jet iaan
abnono im wewein kein im buki
jima armej in Majel rein im rej
rool tok jen US rej jelmai ium-
win 20 yio ko liklok. Dr. Holden
Nena, eo im ej Clinical Director
nan Jikin Ejmour eo ear kajitok
ak ejjanin wor uaak iumwin jet
yio ko, ne emaron koba ilo jer-
bal in korrool tok ne bwe biroki-
ram eo ¢j bok eddo en maron
lelok jibban ko nan rein rej rool
tok. Ak Majel, mekarta lon in ri
Majel rej rool tok aolep yio, ak
ejjelok juon system ak wewein
eo enanin komman im ejjelok
jiban ej ilok nan ri Majel rein im

US ar korool tok er.

Juon jikin eo ejenolok emaron
kommane jet wewein ko nan waj
i ta ko rein im raar rool tok jen
US im ro im rar kadredrelok ien
aer bed ilo kalbuyj ilo Majel in -
juon jejtem eo emaron ka-jikuul
er im lelok kokabiloklok ak jer-
bal ibbeir nan kokajoor lomnak
ko aer im wewein ko jet enwot
kebooj er nan jerbal im lelok ak
kwalok nan er ke ewor aer jimwe
im maron makitkit ilo jukjuk im
bed kein an ri Majel. Elikin aer
kadredrelok birokiram in, rein
kajjojo renaj bed wot ilo etale er
im konono ibbeir nan jiban bwe
ren maron tobrak im rool nan
mour ko aer mokta.

Ilo ruo wiik remootlok, ruo
kar ri kalbuuj rar man ruo kora.
Juon iaan kora rein ear mej jen
aer kar mane. Kora eo juon ear
men in illu im komman kojak ilo
an kar walok ilo juon video eo im
leo jeran ear kaben nane bwe en
mona kubwe in armej. Lomarein
jimor rej kattor teekji. Nan tore
in, ejjanin wor juon an RMI je-
jtem nan lale im tobare rein im

US ear korool tok er ijelokin wot
ien tokeak tok ko aer im etaer ilo
aer ilok nan opiij eo an Immigra-
tion im Ministry eo an Foreign
Affairs im Trades.

Ri kejparok kien im aenom-
man ro jen Amedka (US Mar-
shals) rar ketok kin juon ri Majel
im rar lelok nan ri jerbal ro an
RMI. Elikin aer kar lelok, arme;j
in im kar korool tok kar koroloke
ilo Amata International Airport.
Ear wor jet wewein ko rar walok
ilo tore ko mokta lok kin juon eo
kar korool tok jen US ear ejjelok
ijjen emaron etal nane kinke rar
kajiriri iki im boke nan US ilo
tore eo ej drik wot ilo aaer kar jab
loori kakien ko an kajiriri im ear
ejjelok an jela kin won ro lukkun
jinen im jemen im won nukin.

Ilo ien eo elikin an tokeak tok
Majuro in, armej eo ear kaik wa
eo imaan tata im ilok nan taun.
Elikin elon allon ko ear maron
lo juon an jerbal. Elikin jet allon
tokelik, rar loe e mej ilo lojet ne
ilo Majuro.

Juon jikin eo ejenelok jen kal-
buuj emaron kar bobrae amej in
jen an mej. Riem ear rool tok jen
US elon yio ko remootlok. Jen
tore eo emoj an oktak im ejjab
wor an bejinej wot, ak ej lelok
jerbal ak job nan ro im rar rool
tok jen US. Riem ear juon iaan ri
jibadrok ro nan jea eo an Mayor
nan aelon in Jaluit ilo kekkelel eo
ilo yio in.

MARSHALL ISLANDS SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

Republic of the Marshall Islands

Post Office Box 175

Majuro: (692) 625-3101

Majuro, MH 96960

Ebeye: (692) 329-8030

QUARTERLY REMINDER

We would like to remind every employer doing business
within and outside the Republic of the Marshall Islands
that the deadline for filing the quarterly Social Security
Retirement and Health Fund taxes for the quarter end-
ing December 31, 2022, will be on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 10, 2024, before five (5:00 P.M.) in the afternoon.

Please feel free to contact our Majuro or Ebeye office
should you need the MI-SS-3 forms and if you have any
questions on Social Security Retirement and Health
Fund tax contributions or about MISSA’s Social Secu-
rity benefits. You can reach us at www.rmimissa.org,
email: bryan.edejer@rmimissa.org or in Majuro at
telephone number (692) 625-3101. In Ebeye you can
reach us at telephone number (692) 329-3788 in Eb-
eye. For Health Plan benéefits, please call 625-7758/7759
in Majuro or 329-8030 in Ebeye.

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. Thank you.

MISSA Administrator

NAN IN KAKEMEMEJ

Kim konan kakememej kajojo jikin jerbal ko rej kom-
man bejnej iloan im ilikin Republic in an Marshall
Islands bwe raan eo eliktata nan kommane ripoot
in eowoj in rattaer im takto ko non jemlok in kuata
Tijemba 31, 2022, enaj ilo Wonje, Janodre 10, 2024,
mokta jen lalim (5:00) awa elkin raelep.

Jouj im kir tok kim elane kwonaj aikuij am MI-SS-3
form eo im elane ewor am kajjitok ikijen eowoj ko am
nan Social Security Retirement Plan eo. Kwomaron
tobar kim ilo www.rmimissa.org, email: bryan.edejer@
rmimissa.org ak telephone nomba in (692) 625-3101
ilo Majuro, im bareinwot ilo telephone nomba in
(692) 329-3788 ilo Ebeye. Non bok melele ko relablok
ikijen Health Plan, joij im call e 625-7758/7759 ak
329-8030 ilo Ebeye.

Am karejar ilo menin enaj juon menin utiej boro.
Kommol.

MISSA Administrator
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Call for Expression of Interest
Grant Agent for Global Partnership for Education
System Transformation Grant for RMI
The Republic of the Marshall Islands seeks qualified candidates.

Grant Agent (GA) — RMI, through the Ministry of Education, Sports, and
Training (MOEST) and the Local Education Group (LEG) have recently
submitted a GPE Education Partnership Pact (Partnership Compact) with
a priority reform of “Motivated, capable teachers delivering evidence-based
learning in a suitable environment, to give all children strong foundational
skills - including Traditional Knowledge and climate education.”

Once the RMI Education Partnership Pact is approved, the MOEST will
have access to the System Transformation Grant (STG). For this reason,
the Ministry is calling for Expressions of Interest (EOI) for a Grant Agent for
the STG.

Interested parties must be accredited and have a signed financial procedure
agreement with the GPE trustee (World Bank).

Further information and the full Criteria for Selection is available on request.
Please contact: kmcdermott@pss.edu.mh.

Closing Date for Submissions is 5:00 pm (MAJ time)
on 19 January 2023.

SUBMISSION:

Interested agencies are to submit their Expression of Interest to:
Coordinating Agency - RMI Chamber of Commerce at the following
addresses:

eunice.borero@rmichamber.com
berlin.philippo@rmichamber.com

Copying kmcdermott@pss.edu.mh.

Republic of the Marshall Islands

109 Amata Kabua Bivd., Delap Dock
P0. Box 109, Majuro, MH 96960
Wehbsite: rmipa.com

PORTS AUTHORITY

Ri jerbal ro an MWSC kab Ri utiej ro rej lemnono elikin kajeramon eo an wa in
jerbal kaal eo im ej letokin in kein eo an US. Ri-pija: Wilmer Joel.

Wa kaal eo nan

ebbok bwidej

Ilo wiik eo lok Insular Affairs eo an In-
terior US Department ear jiban tok MWSC
kin juon truck ak wa in ebbok bwidej in
armej nan kake aikuj ko rejelet belaak im
ejmour an armej. Menin letok in ear itok
jen money ko rej bed iumwin juon iaan
jikin letok jiban ko an Interior im na etan
Technical Assistance Program. Juon en-
naan ear drioj tok jen Embassy eo an US ej
kwalok ke truck ak wa in emaron bok elon
lok jen 500 kalan in bwidej ko an arme;j.

Allen Hodges, eo im ej Acting Chief of
Mission nan US Embassy ear kwalok ilo
ien lelok eo an truck in eo im ear komman
ilo Treatment Plant C jikin kakkon dren
eo i turin airport en ke truck ak wa in elap
tokjen ilo an naj kejprok ejmour an armej
im kokajoor lok bujen jem-jera eo ikotaan
US im RML.

“Truck in waan ebbok bwidej in armej
ejjab wa wot; ej juon men in kotobar nan

ear ba. “Ej kakolan am kommane ijo ko-
naam nan lolorjake bwe jukjuk im bed ko
ren ilok nan er kain jiban rot kein nan kom-
man bwe en erreo belaak ko aer.”

Minister eo an Works, Infrastructure,
im Utilities Hiroshi Yamamura ear ba ilo
an kalikare ke e men in aikuj nan konono
kin kokomanmani septic tank ak jikin kak-
kon bwidej ko nan ejmour an arme;j. “Ilo an
wonmaanlok wot an itok jiban jen kien in
an US ejjab ittino, ekalikar an lal kein ruo
melele kin dron im jela nae dron,” eaar ba.
“Wewein in enaj komokajkaj lok ad tobar
kotobar ko ad.” Damien Capelle, eo im ¢j
Jeneral Manija nan mon dren eo ear ba ke
men in letok in ej juon men in wonmaanlok
nan lal in ad. Ej juon men laplap; e jerbal
monai ellap, eo im ejabwe ibben lal in ad,”
ear ba. “Ej juon emman lok an MWSC nan
armej rein ilo Majuro.” Bata Ariel Galito
ear jar im kejeramman waan ektak bwidej

kejparok ejmour im belaak ko belaakid,”

Unlock Opportunities for Your Company
Dear Esteemed Contractors,
Greetings from the Marshall Islands Maritime Investment Project (MIMIP)!

We extend a cordial invitation to your esteemed company to participate
in the upcoming pre-bid meeting for the World Bank-funded MIMIP. An
International Firm will lead the session, providing valuable insights into the
project and fostering collaboration with prospective contractors.

Meeting Details:
» Date: Monday, January 8, 2024
* Time: 10:00 — 15:00
» Presentation and Discussion (10:00-12:00)
* Networking Lunch (12:00-13:00)
+ Site Visit (13:00-15:00)
* Venue: RMIPA Boardroom

RSVP: Confirm your attendance by January 5, 2024, at the following
address. Include any specific questions or topics for discussion.

Attention: Brian Tuomi, Project | Copy to: Kemmei Ito, Project
Manager, MIMIP RMI Ports Authority | Implementation Support Specialist, MIMIP

P O Box 109 RMI Ports Authority
Majuro, P O Box 109
Marshall Islands MH 96960 Majuro,

Marshall Islands MH 96960
E-mail: kemmei@hawaii.edu

E-mail: btuomi@yahoo.ca

Your participation is pivotal in fostering a transparent and competitive
bidding process. MIMIP values your interest in contributing to its success,
and we eagerly anticipate your active involvement.

Taiwan prov1des budget
support of $2 million

The Republic of China
(Taiwan) Ambassador
Steve CC Hsia presented a
check for $2 million to For-
eign Minister Jack Ading
and Finance Minister Cas-
ten Nemra at International
Conference Center on De-
cember 27.

The two million dollars
is an advanced drawdown
from the 2023 Budget Sup-
port under the annual fi-
nancial assistance from the
government of the Repub-
lic of China (Taiwan) to the
government of the Repub-
lic of the Marshall Islands.

At the presentation, Am-
bassador Hsia reiterated
Taiwan’s longtime commit-
ment to its close partner-
ship with the Marshall Is-
lands. Taiwan will continue
to work closely together

Finance Minister Casten Nemra, ROC Ambassador
Steve CC Hsia and Foreign Minister Jack Ading.

with the Marshall Islands
in many fields of mutual
concern, he said.

Foreign Minister Ad-
ing, on behalf of the RMI
government, expressed
his appreciation to Taiwan
government for this fund-
ing, and all assistance in
response to the needs for
RMI’s national develop-

ment. Ading emphasized
the Marshall Islands would
continue to voice its sup-
port for Taiwan’s inter-
national participation on
various occasions.  The
presentation was witnessed
by staff from the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and
Trade and the Embassy of
Taiwan.
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The annual block party that kick starts the New
Year was held Sunday night from the Misco Market
area to the RRE compound.

The road was filled with families and friends walk-
ing around with their blinking light toys enjoying the
live bands and entertainment.

Good food was available at each tent and there
were lots of games for kids to enjoy.

The annual party ended with the count down to the
New Year and audience dancing to celebrate and
welcoming the New Year.

Photos: Eve Burns
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WORLD SNAPSHOT

Powertul earthquake hits Japan =

A powerful earthquake struck
western Japan on Monday, trig-
gering tsunami warnings and
evacuation orders, trapping peo-
ple under collapsed buildings and
disrupting electricity and mo-
bile phone services in Ishikawa

President

Russian President Vladimir
Putin vowed Monday to continue
missile strikes on Ukrainian cit-
ies, in retaliation for what he
called a “terror” attack on the
Russian city of Belgorod last
week. “They want to scare us, to
create a certain uncertainty inside
the country,” Putin said during a
meeting with veterans of the war

prefecture, the epicenter of the
quake, Japanese authorities said.
Initial reports suggested the quake
did not cause the tsunami waves
or fatalities that had initially been
feared, but officials said major
aftershocks could occur in the

campaigned in lowa in the fall, he
projected the utmost confidence. But
as he returned last month, with the
state’s caucuses on January 15 fast
approaching, Trump injected a note
of concern. He warned his support-
ers of a rising threat: complacency.
“The poll numbers are scary, because

retaliates

in Ukraine. Putin’s rare public
comments about an attack on the
Russian territory comes as his
forces in recent days have pum-
meled Ukrainian cities with some
of the largest rocket strikes since
the start of the invasion in Febru-
ary 2022. The cycle of strikes and
retaliation is raising fears of esca-
lating civilian casualties.

next few days. The quake struck
the Noto Peninsula and had a
magnitude of 7.6 on the Japanese
seismic intensity scale, the Japan
Meteorological Agency said. At
least six people died in Ishikawa
prefecture, police said.

lowa concerns Trump

As former President Donald Trump

we’re leading by so much,” Trump
said in Waterloo during his final trip
to Towa of 2023. “The key is, you
have to get out and vote.” With just
two weeks until Iowa’s first-in-the-
nation nominating contest, Trump’s
campaign is dedicated to avoiding a
repeat of 2016, when Trump came in
second despite being ahead in polls.

Israel pulls brigades from Gaza

The Israeli military said Mon-
day it would begin withdrawing
several thousand troops from the
Gaza Strip, at least temporarily.
The military cited a growing toll
on the Israeli economy after nearly

three months of wartime mobili-
zation with little end in sight to the
fighting. Israel had been consider-
ing scaling back its operations,
and the US has been prodding it
to do so more quickly as the death

GROW YOUR

toll and privation in Gaza rose.
An Israeli military spokesperson
emphasized that the move did not
suggest any compromise of Isra-
el’s intention to continue fighting
until it destroys Hamas.
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Ortega limits
Catholic events

Pope Francis used his New Year’s Day address to high-
light concern over the worsening situation of the Catho-
lic Church in Nicaragua as a result of a crackdown by the
government of President Daniel Ortega, which has detained
clerics, expelled missionaries, closed Catholic radio sta-
tions and limited religious celebrations. Speaking to the
faithful gathered in St. Peter’s Square, Francis said he was
“following with concern what is happening in Nicaragua,
where bishops and priests have been deprived of their free-
dom.” He expressed his “closeness in prayer to them, their
families and the entire church in the country. Let’s pray for
Nicaragua today,” Francis said.

Spate of new laws

A spate of new US state laws went into effect as the cal-
endar flipped to 2024. The most significant change bans
programs that promote diversity, equity and inclusion at
publicly funded colleges and universities in Texas. Cali-
fornians will be barred from carrying guns in most public
places after a ruling from a federal appeals court. Twenty-
two states are raising minimum wages at the start of 2024,
according to the Economic Policy Institute. And at least
20 states with Republican-controlled legislatures passed
restrictions on gender transition care for young people in
2023.
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Farewell to

John Pilger

= —— A world renowned in-

vestigative reporter John

Richard Pilger died earlier

this week at 84. The Guard-

ian newspaper called him

a “campaigning journalist,

film-maker, author and fer-

I vent critic of US and British

; foreign policy.”

¢ s 1 /80 / Pilger “was a journal-

N il ‘\ ist who never shirked

\ J from saying the unsayable.

Across half a century, in

John Pilger newspapers and in his doc-

umentary films...he became an ever stronger voice for

those without a voice, and a thorn in the side of those in
authority.”

He visited the Marshall Islands in 2015 to film seg-
ments of his film, The Coming War on China, that was
released in 2016. It included a significant segment on the
US nuclear testing and aftermath. Within a few years of
the release of the film, the title appeared prescient.

He dived into numerous world issues that were either
not being covered by other journalists or, in Pilger’s view,
were complicit in covering up a story.

In 2006, reported The Guardian, on a panel at Columbia
University, New York, to discuss Breaking the Silence:
War, Lies and Empire, Pilger asserted that “journalists in
the so-called mainstream bear much of the responsibil-
ity” for the devastation and lives lost in Iraq, by not chal-
lenging and exposing “the lies of Bush and Blair.”

His film titles tell much about who Pilger was and the
issues he exposed: Palestine is the issue (2003),The war
you don’t see (2010),Year Zero: The silent death of Cam-
bodia (1979), and Apartheid did not die (1998) among
30 films.

LAND REGISTRATION AUTHORITY

Deed of Trust/Mortgage
Registration No. 008-2024
KEJJELA NAN JABREWOT

Kejjela nan jabdrewot armij eo ewor an maron ilo jikin in im Yoko
L. Alberttar eo ej Lease i ilo Likin Mwejor Weto, Laura, Majuro
Atoll, bwe in ] Lease ej kajitok iben Land Registration eo bwe
en register e Lease in e Jortoklik kake. Jabrewot emaron etale
pepa in Lease im Jortoklik kein ilo office eo an Land Registration
ilo floor 4, room No. 407 ilo MIDB Building eo ilo Delap, Majuro
Atoll, Tel./Fax (692) 625-7171 ilo ran im awa in jerbal ko.

Jabrewot armij eo ejjab erre ilo lease im Jortoklik kein, emaron
kadrelon an abonono ilo jeje, ilo office eo an Land Registration
ilo Majuro mokta jen Wednesday, March 6, 2024. Jabdrewot eo
ejjab erra ilo Lease im Jortoklik kein ej aikuj in komane juon an
kemelele eo ej kalikar kin maron eo ej kabwijere, im jabrewot
eo engj likjab jen an kadrelon an jumae ilo jeje iloan tore eo
emwij karoke, inem enaj ejelok an maron tokelik nan an koman
an abonono nae maron ko an ro rej Lease ilo jikin in ekkar nan
kwon ko ilo Lease im Jortoklik in, ijelokin wot ro rej kabijer maron
ko bwe remaron koman aer abonono jabdrewot ien elane enaj
wor.

&

Deed of Trust/Mortgage
Registration No. 008-2024
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to all person interested in the Leasehold
of Yoko L. Alberttar on Likin Mwejor Weto, Laura, Majuro
Atoll, that the Lessees/Mortgagors Trustees herein are
applying to the Land Registration for registration of his deed
of trust/mortgage. Copies of the deed of trust or mortgage can
be examined at the office of Land Registration, MIDB Building
room No. 407 and 408, Delap, Majuro Atoll, Tel./Fax (692) 625-
7171 during working hours of any working day.

Any person having any objections to the trust, mortgage or
lease may file an objection before Wednesday, March 6, 2024
with the Land Registration in Majuro, Republic of the Marshall
Islands, written objection shall contain a statement of the right,
title or interest claimed and how much right, title, or interest is
affected and nature of the statement. Any person who fails to
submit a written objection in a timely manner as aforesaid shall
be forever barred from claiming any rights against the interest
of the morgagees or lessees or trustees under mortgage, or
the lease, or trust provided, however, the lessors may at all
times prosecute any claims which they may have under Lease.

LAND REGISTRATION AUTHORITY

Deed of Trust/Mortgage
Registration No. 003-2024
KEJJELA NAN JABREWOT

Kejjela nan jabdrewot armij eo ewor an maron ilo jikin in im
Teliphen Neamon eo ej Lease i ilo Arkan Weto, Rairok,
Majuro Atoll, bwe in ej Lease ej kajitok iben Land Registration
eo bwe en register e Lease in ej Jortoklik kake. Jabrewot
emaron etale pepa in Lease im Jortoklik kein ilo office eo an
Land Registration ilo floor 4, room No. 407 ilo MIDB Building eo
ilo Delap, Majuro Atoll, Tel./Fax (692) 625-7171 ilo ran im awa
in jerbal ko.

Jabrewot armij eo ejjab erre ilo lease im Jortoklik kein, emaron
kadrelon an abonono ilo jeje, ilo office eo an Land Registration
ilo Majuro mokta jen Janodre 26, 2024. Jabdrewot eo ejjab erra
ilo Lease im Jortoklik kein ej aikuj in komane juon an kemelele
eo ej kalikar kin maron eo ej kabwijere, im jabrewot eo enaj likjab
jen an kadrelon an jumae ilo jeje iloan tore eo emwij karoke,
inem enaj ejelok an maron tokelik nan an koman an abonono
nae maron ko an ro rej Lease ilo jikin in ekkar nan kwon ko ilo
Lease im Jortoklik in, ijelokin wot ro rej kabijer maron ko bwe
remaron koman aer abonono jabdrewot ien elane enaj wor.

LAND REGISTRATION AUTHORITY

Deed of Trust/Mortgage
Registration No. 004-2024
KEJJELA NAN JABREWOT

Kejjela nan jabdrewot armij eo ewor an maron ilo jikin in im
Righina Jeka eo ej Lease i ilo Monbon Weto, Delap, Majuro
Atoll, bwe in ej Lease ej kajitok iben Land Registration eo bwe
en register e Lease in ej Jortoklik kake. Jabrewot emaron etale
pepa in Lease im Jortoklik kein ilo office eo an Land Registration
ilo floor 4, room No. 407 ilo MIDB Building eo ilo Delap, Majuro
Atoll, Tel./Fax (692) 625-7171 ilo ran im awa in jerbal ko.

Jabrewot armij eo ejjab erre ilo lease im Jortoklik kein, emaron
kadrelon an abonono ilo jeje, ilo office eo an Land Registration
ilo Majuro mokta jen Janodre 26, 2024. Jabdrewot eo ejjab
erra ilo Lease im Jortoklik kein ej aikuj in komane juon an
kemelele eo ej kalikar kin maron eo ej kabwijere, im jabrewot
eo enaj likjab jen an kadrelon an jumae ilo jeje iloan tore eo
emwij karoke, inem enaj ejelok an maron tokelik nan an koman
an abonono nae maron ko an ro rej Lease ilo jikin in ekkar
nan kwon ko ilo Lease im Jortoklik in, ijelokin wot ro rej kabijer
maron ko bwe remaron koman aer abonono jabdrewot ien
elane enaj wor.

Deed of Trust/Mortgage
Registration No. 003-2024
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to all person interested in the Leasehold
of Teliphen Neamon on Arkan Weto, Rairok, Majuro Atoll
that the Lessees/Mortgagors Trustees herein are applying
to the Land Registration for registration of his deed of trust/
mortgage. Copies of the deed of trust or mortgage can be
examined at the office of Land Registration, MIDB Building
room No. 407 and 408, Delap, Majuro Atoll, Tel./Fax (692) 625-
7171 during working hours of any working day.

Any person having any objections to the trust, mortgage or
lease may file an objection before January 26, 2024 with the
Land Registration in Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands,
written objection shall contain a statement of the right, title
or interest claimed and how much right, title, or interest is
affected and nature of the statement. Any person who fails to
submit a written objection in a timely manner as aforesaid shall
be forever barred from claiming any rights against the interest
of the morgagees or lessees or trustees under mortgage, or
the lease, or trust provided, however, the lessors may at all
times prosecute any claims which they may have under Lease.

Deed of Trust/Mortgage
Registration No. 004-2024
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to all person interested in the Leasehold
of Righina Jeka on Monbon Weto, Delap, Majuro Atoll, that
the Lessees/Mortgagors Trustees herein are applying to the
Land Registration for registration of his deed of trust/mortgage.
Copies of the deed of trust or mortgage can be examined at
the office of Land Registration, MIDB Building room No. 407
and 408, Delap, Majuro Atoll, Tel./Fax (692) 625-7171 during
working hours of any working day.

Any person having any objections to the trust, mortgage or
lease may file an objection before January 26, 2024 with the
Land Registration in Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands,
written objection shall contain a statement of the right, title
or interest claimed and how much right, title, or interest is
affected and nature of the statement. Any person who fails to
submit a written objection in a timely manner as aforesaid shall
be forever barred from claiming any rights against the interest
of the morgagees or lessees or trustees under mortgage, or
the lease, or trust provided, however, the lessors may at all
times prosecute any claims which they may have under Lease.

LAND REGISTRATION AUTHORITY

Deed of Trust/Mortgage
Registration No. 005-2024

KEJJELA NAN JABREWOT

Kejjela nan jabdrewot armij eo ewor an maron ilo jikin in im
Mercy & Clora Jerilong eo ej Lease i ilo Mojenjen Weto,
Rairok, Majuro Atoll, bwe in ej Lease ej kajitok iben Land
Registration eo bwe en register e Lease in ej Jortoklik kake.
Jabrewot emaron etale pepa in Lease im Jortoklik kein ilo office
eo an Land Registration ilo floor 4, room No. 407 ilo MIDB
Building eo ilo Delap, Majuro Atoll, Tel./Fax (692) 625-7171 ilo
ran im awa in jerbal ko.

Jabrewot armij eo ejjab erre ilo lease im Jortoklik kein, emaron
kadrelon an abonono ilo jeje, ilo office eo an Land Registration
ilo Majuro mokta jen Janodre 26, 2024. Jabdrewot eo ejjab erra
ilo Lease im Jortoklik kein ej aikuj in komane juon an kemelele
eo ej kalikar kin maron eo ej kabwijere, im jabrewot eo enaj likjab
jen an kadrelon an jumae ilo jeje iloan tore eo emwij karoke,
inem enaj ejelok an maron tokelik nan an koman an abonono
nae maron ko an ro rej Lease ilo jikin in ekkar nan kwon ko ilo
Lease im Jortoklik in, ijelokin wot ro rej kabijer maron ko bwe
remaron koman aer abonono jabdrewot ien elane enaj wor.

LAND REGISTRATION AUTHORITY

Deed of Trust/Mortgage
Registration No. 007-2024
KEJJELA NAN JABREWOT

Kejjela nan jabdrewot armij eo ewor an maron ilo jikin in im
Dexter Kabua eo ej Lease i ilo Jitak Weto, Delap, Majuro
Atoll, bwe in ej Lease ej kajitok iben Land Registration eo bwe
en register e Lease in ej Jortoklik kake. Jabrewot emaron etale
pepa in Lease im Jortoklik kein ilo office eo an Land Registration
ilo floor 4, room No. 407 ilo MIDB Building eo ilo Delap, Majuro
Atoll, Tel./Fax (692) 625-7171 ilo ran im awa in jerbal ko.

Jabrewot armij eo ejjab erre ilo lease im Jortoklik kein, emaron
kadrelon an abonono ilo jeje, ilo office eo an Land Registration
ilo Majuro mokta jen Bolaidre, Bebodre 9, 2024. Jabdrewot
eo ejjab erra ilo Lease im Jortoklik kein ej aikuj in komane
juon an kemelele eo ej kalikar kin maron eo ej kabwijere, im
jabrewot eo enaj likjab jen an kadrelon an jumae ilo jeje iloan
tore eo emwij karoke, inem enaj ejelok an maron tokelik nan an
koman an abonono nae maron ko an ro rej Lease ilo jikin in
ekkar nan kwon ko ilo Lease im Jortoklik in, ijelokin wot ro rej
kabijer maron ko bwe remaron koman aer abonono jabdrewot
ien elane enaj wor.

Deed of Trust/Mortgage
Registration No. 005-2024
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to all person interested in the Leasehold
of Mercy & Clora Jerilong on Mojenjen Weto, Rairok, Majuro
Atoll, that the Lessees/Mortgagors Trustees herein are
applying to the Land Registration for registration of his deed
of trust/mortgage. Copies of the deed of trust or mortgage can
be examined at the office of Land Registration, MIDB Building
room No. 407 and 408, Delap, Majuro Atoll, Tel./Fax (692) 625-
7171 during working hours of any working day.

Any person having any objections to the trust, mortgage or
lease may file an objection before January 26, 2024 with the
Land Registration in Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands,
written objection shall contain a statement of the right, title
or interest claimed and how much right, title, or interest is
affected and nature of the statement. Any person who fails to
submit a written objection in a timely manner as aforesaid shall
be forever barred from claiming any rights against the interest
of the morgagees or lessees or trustees under mortgage, or
the lease, or trust provided, however, the lessors may at all
times prosecute any claims which they may have under Lease.

Deed of Trust/Mortgage
Registration No. 007-2024
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to all person interested in the Leasehold
of Dexter Kabua on Jitak Weto, Delap, Majuro Atoll, that the
Lessees/Mortgagors Trustees herein are applying to the Land
Registration for registration of his deed of trust/mortgage. Copies
of the deed of trust or mortgage can be examined at the office of
Land Registration, MIDB Building room No. 407 and 408, Delap,
Majuro Atoll, Tel./Fax (692) 625-7171 during working hours of any
working day.

Any person having any objections to the trust, mortgage or lease
may file an objection before Friday, February 9, 2024 with the
Land Registration in Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands,
written objection shall contain a statement of the right, title or
interest claimed and how much right, title, or interest is affected
and nature of the statement. Any person who fails to submit
a written objection in a timely manner as aforesaid shall be
forever barred from claiming any rights against the interest of the
morgagees or lessees or trustees under mortgage, or the lease,
or trust provided, however, the lessors may at all times prosecute
any claims which they may have under Lease.

PREVENT AIDS, GET A JOB!

AIDS - AcouiReD INCOME IDEFICIENCY SYNDROME
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TRADE MARK
CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our clients, National Academy of Recording
Arts & Sciences, Inc., a company organized and existing under the laws of
the United States of America and with a principle place of business at 3030
Olympic Blvd., Santa Monica, California 90404, United States of America,
is the owner and sole proprietor of the following trademark in the Marshall
Islands:

GRAMMY

Which is used in connection with the following:
Class 9: Musical sound recordings; musical video recordings.

Class 41: Entertainment in the nature of music awards programs, including
music performances; educational services, namely, providing incentives to
people to demonstrate excellence in the field of music and the recording arts
through the issuance of awards; providing a website featuring prerecorded
music, musical performances, audio clips, video clips, photographs, news,
reviews and other multimedia articles in the field of music; providing
museum facilities; organization of entertainment events and shows
arranging and conducting concerts; presentation of live performances;
organization of music and video awards ceremonies; conducting programs,
classes, workshops, seminars, and receptions in the field of music and in the
field of recording arts and sciences.

Please take notice that National Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences,
Inc., a company organized and existing under the laws of the United States
of America and with a principle place of business at 3030 Olympic Blvd.,
Santa Monica, California 90404, United States of America, attaches singular
importance to its above referenced trademark and will immediately take the
strongest legal actions to protect its intellectual property rights against any
person(s) or business(es) found to be infringing those rights in the Marshall
Islands. Note that any infringing or unauthorized use of this mark while be
met with civil and criminal action including injunctions, orders to seize,
audits, full damages and costs.

Any inquiry regarding said trademark may be referred to the attorneys for
National Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences, Inc. as follows:

Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.

230 Commerce Drive, Suite 185
Irvine, California 92602
United States of America

Telephone: (714) 283-1155
Facsimile: (714) 283-1555
Email: info@hilbornehawkin.com
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back on-line m;ack

What we were saying way back when

Journal 1/2/1987

P1 Youth speak out on US tour

Two Marshallese youth recently re-
turned to Majuro following an out-of-
the-ordinary visit to the United States.
Assumption Elementary School teach-
er Carmen Samuel and Assumption
High senior Lotey Kiluwe went to the
US as part of the “Children of War”
speaking tour, which brought over 60
young people from the Middle East,
Central America, Southern Africa, Asia
and the Pacific to speak to Americans
about the ways young people a coping
with war and oppression.

Journal 1/1/1999

P1 Garment workers leave

More than 170 Chinese garment fac-
tory workers left Majuro this weekend-
ing a year-long saga that had gener-
ated considerable concern in both gov-
ernment and the community.

Lanco Pacific, the company that op-
erated the garment factory in Laura,
agreed to repatriate the garment work-
ers after the Foreign Ministry formally
requested their removal in mid-Decem-
ber.

P4 Police roadblocks net doz-
ens of unlicensed cars

New Police Commissioner George
Lanwi said this week that Public Safety
is going to continue cracking down on
drivers who are not licensed, registered
or insured. Police roadblocks the day
before Christmas last week resulted in
dozens of of vehicles being impounded
and their drivers being ticketed.

P1 8 CMI’'s Gugeegue campus
takes off

You have to be kidding! No way. Fat
chance. The position can’t be filled. Ac-
tually the position was filled — in the
summer of 1995, when Greg Sammer
answered the call of Sister Dorothy
Nook, then president of the College
of the Marshall Islands on Majuro. He
agreed to establishing a CMI campus
at Kwajalein Atoll.

Sammer was apparently the right
man for the job. In two and a half years,

Workers
exodus RMI

he has turned three abandoned post-
World War Il buildings on Gugeegue
Island into a CMI campus with a faculty
of 13 full- and part-time instructors and
77 students.

Journal 1/1/2010

P1 Alvin in action

Monday is the launch of the first full
Nitijela session under the Speakership
of Alvin Jacklick (pictured above) and
changes are already in motion. Sena-
tors will see some seats shuffled when
they show up Monday to the opening.
But the chair changes are just a hint
of bigger reform on Jacklick’'s agenda
for the Marshall Islands parliament.
“There is no question in my mind that
the Nitijela must reform,” Jacklick told
the Journal on Monday this week.

The reform he wants is to refocus the
members on their primary Constitution-
al duty: legislation. For the Nitijela staff,
he wants to elevate their professional-
ism, capacity and provision of services
to the members. The guiding goal: im-
prove service.

P6 The sound of angels

What a great day last Tuesday turned
out to be in the run-up to Christmas.
Bank of Marshall Islands staff were fe-
verishly working on loan applications
for Christmas hopefuls and hand-
ing out cash by the hundreds, and a
bunch of customers sitting around en-
joying the BOMI air conditioning when
suddenly all were abruptly interrupted.
Nicely interrupted, we should add. A
20-strong team of the Marshall Islands
High School Gospel Choir livened up
the bank with their fantastic brand of
Christmas caroling.

Then they made their way over to
DAR and the newspaper office, enter-
taining the staff at the Journal. They
also sang for departing passengers
at Amata Kabua International earlier
in the week, and their vocals were
heard at Pay- less, Robert Reimers
Enterprises and Marshall Islands Re-
sort. Great entertainment as a result
of plenty of practice and attention to
detail. Success is in the details. Re-
member that, and you’ll go far.
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Date Time

4 2:57 AM..

Thu 9:21..

G 3:11P
9:16...

5 3:52 AM

Fri 10:38..........
4:49 PM
10:40..........

6 5:06...cccuens

Sat 12:05 PM
6:43 ..

7 12:24 AM

Sun 6:25............
1:15 PM
7:58............

8 1:44 Al .

Mon 7:30............ .
2:09 P .
8:49...cccccerrineen 0.36

2:4 .
Tue 8:23.....cccrvcueeeee. 0.36
2:54 PM............. 4.31
[ H< 1 I -0.08
10 3:27 AM............. 3.19
Wed 9:09......ccrvueeenae 0.05
3:37 PM............. 4.7
10:11 ... -0.44
1 4:08 AM............. 3.46
Thu 9:52......ccvieeen -0.22
4:18 PM............. 5.03
10:50....cccccumenne -0.68
12 4:48 AM............. 3.68
Fri 10:33...cceveeeee -0.41
4:58 PM............. 5.23
11:28 ..o -0.78
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JOB DESCRIPTION:

ACE Hardware

(1) ACCOUNTANT

Opening: Dec. 1, 2023 | Closing: Jan. 1, 2024

QUALIFICATIONS: Must have a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Accountancy. Must have a minimum of 2
to 4 years work experience.

General Accounting including Payroll.

Please email us at majuroace@gmail.com
for more details.

FOR RENT

CAFE/OFFICE SI’ABE

rosemurphy0808@gmail.com

Kemilang Kabua was officially sworn in as Mayor for
Namu Atoll following the Council of Irooj election at
the International Conference Center Wednesday. TRC
Judge Grace Leban officiated the swear-in ceremony.
Jennifer Hawley represented Kemilang’s family dur-
ing the oath ceremony. Photo: Hilary Hosia

1 - Maintenance Worke

LONG ISLAND APARTMENT is hiring

Come see us for more information. HNY

EMBASSY OF JAPAN
IN THE REPUBLIC
OF THE MARSHALL
ISLANDS

r

JOB ANNOUNCE

F&T Trading Company
1 ACCOUNTANT

PLEASE DON'T ROB BANKS.

D RO 0
. - - ~ . A
- M C
< N_
RRB/ -
ARC 0 -
BILL IN JAROM KO AN The electrical utility bills for
TIJEMBA 2023 EMOJ | DECEMBER 2023 have now

AER DREDRELOK, nan ro
im ejelok aer Post Office box
joij im itok nan Office eo an
M.E.C. nan buki bill kein ba
kaki ikotaan awa in jerbal ko
8 jibonim 4 awa jota, Mandre
nan Bolaidre. Kakememej
aolep customer ro bwe ilo bill
in jarom ko emoj kalikare bwe
bill ko aikuij in kolla iumin wot
30 raan. Im ne ewor kajitok
kake bill ko bar einwot aikuij
in kebaak Office eo ilo ejja
awa ko wot ba kaki ak call
e telephone nomba 625-
3827/3828.

Kakobaba kon kaje ko nan
armej eo ej inokke ak jibwe
kobban meter eo, MEC enaj
kaje kon wonen jerbale meter
eo im ko jet. Wonen inokke
ej $1,000; koot jarom - naj
etale ippen MEC; Kokaal
$350; Socket $300; jerbal ko
jet - koba 15%.

KOUEIANANIROIREY,
BOKJAIRAROMIENIMEC]

Einwot an walok ilo Title 31, Marshall Islands
Revised Code, Jopta 1, Section 60, bwe €] judn
menin kaje fian jabrewdt ro renaj make kéllaak
air jarom ilo jabrewdt line in jarom ko ak bok air
jarom ilo jabrewdt wawen im jab jen malim in
kollaak ak wawen kdmadmad ko jet jen MEC.
Jabrew6t eo najjibwe an kdmmani wawen kein
rjelet kakien in naj bed ilo kalbuj an jab le jen
6 allofi im/ak naj bakkifi $100.00 dala.

Jejet ilo kar Eprél,1989 eo, MEC enaj
jaakelok aolep ro renaj bok jen air kmmani
wawen kein ikijen jarom ibben ro jet ak ukot
mita ko im koot jarom fian obij eo an Attorney
General eo an REPMAR im Department eo
an REPMAR Police fian air kbmmani jerbal
in kaje ko air. Bareinw6t MEC enaj tiimi jarom
jen ijoko im MEC ej lo ke jarom ko ie kar
kdmadmaod an dri kollak jarom ro.

Jabrewdt eo ewdr an melele kin wawen in
ikijien koot jarom ak ewdr an kajitdk kin kojela in
en jouj im kebaak MEC ilo 625-3827/3828.

Kom Emmol.

been processed and are ready for
collection to all consumers who
have not provided a Post Office box
number. Consumers should collect
their bills between the hours of
8am to 4pm, Monday to Friday. Al
consumers are reminded that, as
stated on their bill, services will be
disconnected if the consumer is 30
days in arrears. Should a consumer
have any questions regarding their
account they should contact the
billing staff at the Small Island office
between the above mentioned hours
or call 625-3827/3828.

Inaddition to the legal penalties
for meter tampering, MEC will
charge the customer for repair
and other miscellaneous costs.
Tampering fee $1,000; lllegal
electricity consumption - to be
assessed by MEC; Replacement
$350; Socket $300; additional
work/legal costs/publication of
offender’s name - cost plus 15%.

NOUTEE T
MIEC SUEBSERIEERS

Title 31 Marshall Islands Revised Code,
Chapter 1, Section 60, makes it a crime for any-
one to hook up to any electrical line or receive
electricity by any means other than through a
MEC authorized hook up or to injure, alter, or
tamper with any electrical meter. If convicted
of any of those offences a person may be
sentenced to a term of imprisonment not to
exceed 6 months and/or fined up to $100.00.

Effective April 1, 1989, MEC will refer all
instances involving tampering or altering me-
ters and theft of a electricity to the REPMAR
Attorney Generals Office and the REPMAR
Police Department for prosecution. In addition
MEC will disconnect the power where MEC
determines a meter has been altered or tam-
pered with or where there is an unauthorized
hook up.

If any person has any information relating
to theft of electricity or meter tampering or
has any questions about this announcement
please contact MEC at 625-3827/3828.

Thank you.

work experience preferred.

to: 1792653857@qq.com

Qualifications: Minimum high school diploma,

For application and information send an email

The Embassy of Japan
is intending to sell an

ENGINE GENERATOR

which was purchased as a new and has been
used at the Embassy since October 2015.

Engine Model-1106D-E66 TAG4

EMBASSY OF JAPAN

Please don’t drive & drink.

If you are interest in buying/inspecting. Please
contact us @ 625-3311.

T «Li:-li
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Sustainable, transformative and resilient for a Blue Pacilic

JOB OPPORTUNITIES:

Applications are invited for the follo

world.

(FAO-WRPP)

application can be obtained from th

telephone. +685 21929 Ext. 325, Fax:
sprep.org.

The Secretariat has exciting and challenging opportunities for qualified professionals
who are interested to be part of one of the world’s leading regional environmental
organisations based in Apia, Samoa with about 150 staff recruited from around the

The following opportunities are open to local and international candidates.
A. INTERNATIONALLY RECRUITED ROLES

1. Director, Strategic Planning, Partnerships, and Resource Mobilisation (SPPR)
2. Manager Weather Ready Pacific Programme (MWRPP)

3. Financial Accountant - Weather Ready Pacific Programme (FA-WRPP)

4. Project Manager, ISLANDS Pacific Child Project (PMIPCP)

B. LOCALLY RECRUITED ROLE - For nationals and Permanent Residents of Samoa Only

5. Finance and Administration Officer - Weather Ready Pacific Programme

Applications Close: Friday, 16 February 2024 (Samoa Time)

Full details on responsibilities, requirements, remuneration packages and lodging an

Secretariat of the
Pacific Regional Environment Programme

Programme Régional Océanien de I'Environnement

wing position with SPREP at Apia, Samoa.

e Career Opportunities section of our website:

+685 20231, or direct Email: humanresources@

SPREP is an Equ

al Opportunity Employer
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United States being
‘dishonest’ on
its nuclear message

From page 12

tee chairman asked Ambassador Yun in

a hearing how the COFA III agreements
would ensure the COFA trust funds would
be “responsibly managed.”

Yun’s typically candid answer was that
responsible management of the trust funds
“crucially depends” on “smooth implemen-
tation” of the COFA Trust Fund Agreement
(CTFA) by the jointly appointed by US
controlled Trust Fund Committee (TFC).
Yun’s clear message was the success will
require that mutual agreed measures prevail
over unilateral US or RMI interpretations
of provisions intentionally left ambiguous
in Article 18 of the CTFA to bring negotia-
tions to completion.

Yun’s admonition implicitly requires US
and RMI to compromise and accommodate
nuclear testing legacy measures as related
extraordinary circumstances. However,
best evidence of how and why further
negotiations on TFC use of this large
contribution may require more than agile
“implementation” is the example Yun gave
for how $700 million can and should be
used under Article 18, as follows,

“We’re not going to have the mistakes
of the past, where managing is given over,
if you remember, to the Bikini Trust Fund,
that now has become, you know, virtually
nothing.”

Section 177 Agreement trust funds es-
tablished under COFA T in 1986 are
protected by withdrawal caps and strict re-
porting protocols. It was State Department
and Interior Department lawyers who ap-
proved the 2017 amendment to relinquish
U.S. oversight of spending fromthe sepa-
rate Bikini Resettlement Trust Fund. The
$60 million corpus of Bikini’s resettlement
trust had been prudentially managed un-
der the 1982 and 2008 trust fund agree-
ment, until 2017 when the U.S. abandoned
its statutory as well as trust fund agreement
oversight role.

In that 2017 agreement, the US also
agreed compensation for Bikini resettle-
ment was inadequate, even though a federal
court had approved that amount as full
compensation under Article VI of the
Section 177 Agreement and dismissed
the Bikini lawsuit on that basis. Will RMI
seek restoration of funds the US failed to
monitor, unpaid Nuclear Claims Tribunal
awards, other Section 177 implementation
measures? If the Trust Fund Committee
refuses, will implementation of CTFA
Article 18 go “smoothly” in US and FAS as
Yun envisions?

Since 2003 the State Department has
asserted without legal basis that no US
funding can be provided related to the
nuclear testing legacy above the $150
million provided in 1986 under the COFA
Section 177 Agreement terminating pend-
ing court cases. Instead, although not
provided in the Section 177 Agreement, the
State Department argues the only pathway
to additional compensation is the “changed
circumstances” provision in Article IX
of the 1986 settlement, which is strictly a
political question for Congress to decide

without any legal adjudication.

In 2003, the RMI and Congress ignored
the non-meritorious State Department
legal position and provisions of the COFA
IT act authorized additional compensation
triggered by RMI request for extension
of expiring provisions of the Section 177.
Under those amendments in Section 103(e)
of the 2003 COFA Act, from 2004 to 2023
an approximate total of $209 million in
additional compensation was provided
by mutual agreement (including ex gratia
measures) over and above the $150 million
paid under Section 177 in 1986.

Now, in 2023, H.R. 96 re-enacts the
provisions of Section 105(e) in the 2003
COFA Act, confirming that the Section 177
Agreement remains fully in effect and au-
thorizes additional compensation. Section
261(j) of the 2023 COFA III Act even in-
cludes $15 million in new funding for RMI
nuclear testing legacy research that will
provide data and evidence to support any
future Article IX changed circumstances
petition, or litigation before federal courts
challenging whether US compensation was
sufficiently “just and adequate” to end US
responsibility under Section 177.

In support of its discredited legal posi-
tion since 2003, the State Department cites
2009 rulings by federal courts in the case of
John v. United States and People of Bikini
v. United States, denying restoration of
lawsuits brought under federal claims stat-
utes in 1986. But a closer reading of those
rulings reveals it does not bar constitutional
claims recognized by four federal court rul-
ings upholding the Section 177 settlement
in 1987, once US mutually agreed measures
stop, which is what State Department now
has declared.

In 2020-2023 the State Department
disingenuously agreed the US can provide
more finding to address nuclear testing
after all, but only as long as that purpose
is not disclosed in COFA renewal agree-
ments with RMI. The dishonesty of the
State Department position is now openly a
matter of wanting moral credit for address-
ing the nuclear legacy, but unwillingness to
admit it has been wrong legally since 2003.
The result is that unless its legal position is
changed the US will get neither moral nor
legal credit for COFA III funding intended
to address the nuclear testing legacy.

Opinions expressed are those of the au-
thor and are not attributable to any other
person or organization. All information
sourced in public record communications
2020-2023.

*Howard Hills was Counsel for COFA
negotiations in Executive Office of the Pres-
ident (1982-1986); Counsel for Interagency
Affairs, Office of Freely Associated State Af-
fairs, US Department of State (1986-1989);
Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary of
the Interior for Insular and International
Affairs and Special Presidential Envoy for
COFA Negotiations (2020-2023). Opinions
expressed are those of the author and are
not attributable to any other person or
organization. All information is sourced in
public record communications 2020-2023.

MARSHALLS ENERGY COMPANY Inc.
P.O. Box 1439 + Majuro, Marshall Islands MH 96960
Phone: (692) 625-3827/3828/3829

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Position:

Electrical or Electronics ENgineer - 1 position

Diploma or Degree qualification

Position:

GIS [AIIBGIS] Sllel:ialisl —1 position

Diploma or Degree qualification

Position:

CAT Engine Mechanical SuUpervisor - 1 position

Diploma or Degree qualification

Position:

Bi\lil Engineer — 1 Position

Diploma or Degree qualification

Position:

Mechanical Engineer - 1 rosition

Diploma or Degree qualification

All positions require a detailed resume to be submitted and must include
copies of certification and experience. Must be able to read, write and
speak english due to all manuals, drawings and record documents are in
english. Must be able to work both in Majuro and Ebeye

Full requirements and details for each position are available from the

HR office.

Send a complete resume by hand delivery, fax, or email to:
The HR Manager - MARSHALLS ENERGY COMPANY Inc.
P.O. Box 1439, Majuro, Marshall Islands MH 96960
E-mail: meccorp@mecrmi.net - Website: www.mecrmi.net

DIRECTORATE OF CIVIL AVIATION

Ministry of Transportation,

Communications and Information Technology
P.O. Box 1114, Majuro, Marshall Islands 96960

JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS

Operations Safety Inspector

Qualifications:

1. At least one (1) year of pilot experience in multi-engine aircraft of more
than 12,500 pounds maximum certificated takeoff weight;

2. Not more than 2 flying accidents during the last 5 years in which the
applicant’s pilot error was involved;

3. Professional flying skill as demonstrated in a simulator check to Airline
Transport Pilot Standards;

o &

Minimum 100 flight hours during the last 3 years;
. Airline Transport Pilot Certificate or Commercial Pilot Certificate with

instrument airplane rating;

No

Possession of a valid second-class FAA medical certificate;
. Minimum 1,500 total flight hours.

Airworthiness Safety Inspector

Qualifications:

1. Experience involving the maintenance and repair of airframes, power
plants and systems of multi-engine aircraft of more than 12,500 pounds
maximum takeoff weight maintained under an airworthiness maintenance
and inspection program.

2. Aircraft maintenance experience in a repair station, air carrier or airline
repair facility; military repair facility, or local, state, or federal governmental

agency;

3. Experience involving the maintenance and repair of airframes, power
plants, and aircraft systems with responsibility for certifying airworthiness;

o &

Aircraft maintenance work experience within the last 3 years;
. FAA or any ICAO Signatory State certificate with airframe and power
plant ratings.

For application and information contact DCA at
rmidca@yahoo.com or alcapelle68@gmail.com
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OFFICE SPAGE FOR RENT

rosemurphy0808@gmail.com

THAT in case you haven’t
yet made your resolutions
for 2024, here’s a few ideas?

THAT if you’re into Net-
flix, you could watch every
Oscar winner for Best Film
since the year of your birth?

THAT a tasty idea would
be to order every dish on
the menu at your favorite
restaurant by the end of the
year?

THAT continu-
ing with food, you
could eat only
foods  beginning
with the same letter each

your son,
daughter,

N husband, wife, day until you work your way
grandpa, |  through the alphabet?
T grandma or best THAT you could con-
7 iend that comes sider communicating by text
using only memes?
once a year! THAT it may be cute to

learn how to recite the al-
phabet backwards and then
do so at inoppourtune mo-
ments with friends?

THAT you should defi-

rithday ads
for only $25.

(The size of this ad) Ve

A D
’-.-1-,1

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY SPM TO 12AM | 111,
FRIDAY & SATURDAY OPEN UNTIL 2 AM [ [I{/]i{)

GOOL AG GOMFORTY

3¢ ICE COLD BUD & BUD LIGHT

s o * MUST BE 21+ TO DRINK - Please drink responsibly.
l'éj

M RESTAURANT HOURS
¥z  Mon--Web.: 10am - Oprm
\},;:-“:-f‘/ Trurs.-Sar.: 10am - 10,rm
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BAR
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Join us every-Thursday to practice)

-for'the. next women’s tournament$

nitely refuse to act your age,
but you’ll need to decide if
you should act younger or
older?

THAT you could defi-
nitely perfect the art of
pretending to listen during
Zoom meetings?

THAT you should pay
off your credit cards every
month in full (but don’t be
tempted to do this using

d
L.

A

your other credit cards)?
THAT back to the Netflix
theme, you could limit your-
self to two minutes to pick a
movie and ifit’s good, you’ll
feel like you’ve uncovered a
gem, and if it’s bad, you’ll
be asleep in no time?
THAT it really is time for
you to take less selfies?
THAT how about adding
the phrase “think outside the

1.! z E
ARE?

Send your hysterical and witty Are You Awares? to marshallislandsjournal@gmail.com

THAT spotted look-
ing glamorous at the
Block Party were Ame-
lia Qalubau, Maryleen
Maitokana and Paulini
Maitokana?

Photo: Eve Burns.

clocks” to your business jar-
gon?

THAT you should stop
using Google/Bing/Yahoo
for  self-diagnosing
whatever ails you

. there are doctors
available?

THAT what if you were
to stop eating junk food dur-
ing every month with an “e”
in it?

THAT it would be fun to
have dinner with a group of
friends and at the end of the
meal one person holds up
each diner’s credit card and
ask the server to close his or
her eyes and pick one to use
to pay the whole bill?

Phone 625-8733 or

Elon ia Chicken
Cordon Bleu?

ELAME TREE

455-8779 / 456-8779

Monpay - WepnNneEspayY: TOAM - Orm
THurspAY-Saturpay: 10am - 10Prm

GOUVL. AGC GOMIFORTY
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